
Experience sharing of developing & using 
school-based Liberal Studies English 

teaching materials based on EDB’s Resource 
Package 

12 March 2018
Prepared by Miss Tsang Nga Yin, Emily

St. Stephen’s Girls’ College



Challenges faced by 
LS teachers in EMI Schools

• Students are not confident in 
asking questions & presenting
their ideas in English.

• Limited teaching & learning 
materials from 
-- publishers & local media
-- professional exchanges with 

teachers in other schools.

• Unfavorable for issue-
enquiry learning which aims 
for developing students’ 
analytical skills.

• Difficult to have regular 
discussion about ad-hoc 
issues & related LS concepts.
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About Module 2- Hong Kong Today



WHAT SHOULD WE PAY ATTENTION TO IN THE 
RESOURCE PACKAGE?

In curriculum planning,



Ch.2 of Resource Package  Teaching focuses of 6 modules



e.g. Module 2 T1 Quality of Life

• Basic meaning of quality of life and its indicators
• Measuring the quality of life of Hong Kong residents 

from different perspectives
Teachers may consider selecting examples for student 
enquiry from multiple perspectives, and may also try to 
integrate some perspectives, or explore the above focuses 
together with relevant learning and teaching focuses in other 
modules,

• Priorities in measuring the QoL and impacts
Teachers may also consider selecting one or two examples to 
allow students to explore how they perceive the priorities 
shared among Hong Kong residents in terms of quality of life, 
and explain the values reflected by these choices.

• Actions in pursuit of QoL

Emphasis should be put on the possible hurdles in taking
these actions, the decision-makers and their effectiveness.

• Pay attention to the suggested focus of 
topics, e.g.
-- Brief, a rough idea;
-- Put the enquiry focus on;
-- May cite examples of XX for enquiry.

• The possible question types are hidden in 
the guidelines
-- Factors/impacts
-- Values reflected from citizens’ priorities
-- Conflicts
-- Suggestions / Effectiveness of measures 
-- Priority

• Strategies adopted in lessons/ teaching 
materials.

4 Major focuses adopted from Resource Package, 
p.31-44



e.g. Module 2 T1 Quality of Life

What are the issues/examples to be discussed? (may consider the grey tables from 
Resource Package).



Planning lessons and designing teaching materials after 
studying the relevant parts in the Resource Package

Section 1 : Basic meaning of quality of life and its indicators

Concepts 
clarification: 

Indicators of QoL

Concepts 
application: What 

aspects of QoL
would be affected?



Notes for students = Learning of data processing
• Don't focus too much on introducing indicators, but guiding students 

to conceptualize them from the given materials.
• Use more statistical data, cartoons & photos to facilitate data processing.

Skills required: Statistical analyses
Concepts related to QoL: Housing 
affordability, financial burden

Concepts related to QoL: 
Air quality, living environment, 
individual health



Section 2A : Measuring HK residents’ QoL from different perspectives
Issue-enquiry 1 – High living cost, poor living conditions in HK

Knowledge Question types  + skills

What contributes to high living cost in HK?
- Property prices & production of PRH flats
- Transportation cost
- Expenditures on daily necessities

- Statistical analyses
(Pattern, trends, 
phenomenon)

Identify and explain the possible problems reflected from 
the living conditions in HK.
- Econ: Financial burden & social mobility
- Living environment/livability  (Example: Subdivided flats, urban planning in 

HK)
- Level of convenience, hygiene, privacy, diversity & quality of services & goods
- Social harmony

- Discussion on impacts from
multiple perspectives;

- Conceptualization skills 
from sources provided.

Difficulties faced by the government in improving living 
conditions in HK.
- In urban planning 
- In housing supply / dealing with soaring property prices.

- Value
- Conflicts
- Difficulties



Notes for students = Learning of data processing  & explanation skills

• When it is designed as the "focus" of the module, teachers should place 
emphasis on explanation skills and application of concepts.



Notes for students = T & L of data processing  & explanation skills
From Resource Package,p.138
.



Notes for students = T & L of data processing  & explanation skills

From C& A Guide,
-People's opinions about the 
quality of life may vary 
according to short & long-term 
cost & benefits to individuals, 
social groups & gov.

-Hurdles with respect to 
maintaining & improving QoL, 
e.g. mobilization of resources, 
technological level, social 
cohesion, perception of social 
justice, regional and 
international factors.



Section 2B: Measuring HK residents’ QoL from different perspectives
Issue-enquiry 2 – Welfare & resources allocation in HK

Knowledge Question types  + skills

Population in HK
What types of welfare are provided by the HK government?
- Welfare to public: Public education, public medical services, public housing 
- Welfare to needy: CSSA, Community Care Fund, etc
- Welfare to elderly: Old Age Living Allowance

- Statistical analyses
(Pattern, trends, 
phenomenon)

Identify and explain the possible social problems that arise from the 
ageing population in HK.

What might be the conflicts that arise from the introduction of 
universal pension scheme?

Do you agree that the introduction of universal pension scheme in HK 
can help improve the Qol of HK people?

- Discuss impacts from
multiple perspectives;

- Conflicts
- Conceptualization skills 

from sources provided.

Do you agree that tax rebate is effective in alleviating financial 
burden of HK people? 

- Effectiveness of 
government policies



Tactics of designing notes: 
Train our students to prepare their own notes

• Flipped classroom & e-learning
– Ask students to search the relevant data, news regarding

--Population structure in HK,
--Stakeholders' opinions about universal pension scheme
--Stakeholders' opinions about tax rebate in reducing HK citizens' 

financial burden.
-- Upload the relevant information and their answers onto Google drive
-- Teacher debriefs and further guides students to answer the enquiry 
questions based on the source materials prepared by them.



Short Summary

• Utilize C&A Guide & Resource Package for curriculum planning.

• Design scaffolding lessons based on the focuses in the Resource Package.

• Identify relevant question types from the Resource Package; apply them 
in teaching materials. 

• Cultivate students’ habits of preparing learning materials/notes (e.g. 
search relevant ad-hoc issues) for themselves in later chapters / after 
they understand the enquiry focuses of each LS Module.



WHAT SHOULD WE PAY ATTENTION TO IN THE 
RESOURCE PACKAGE?

In assessment planning,



e.g. M3T1 People’s Life since China’s Reform and Opening-up 
(Resource package, p.48)

e.g. 2015 DSE P1Q1

Cross-checking (with students) between 
Resource Package & questions from past papers



e.g. 2013 DSE P1Q1
e.g. M5T1 Diseases & Public Health 
(Resource package, p.87)

e.g. 2015 DSE P1Q2

e.g. 2017 DSE P2Q2



e.g. 2014 DSE P1Q1 

e.g. M2T2: Rule of Law & SPPs
(Resource package,p.39)

e.g. M2T2: Rule of Law & SPPs
(Resource package,p.36)



e.g. 2013 DSE P2Q2 

e.g. M2T3 Identity (Resource package, p.42)

What are 
the factors 
affecting 
national 
identity?



e.g. 2017 DSE P1Q1 – Ethnic minority groups in HK

e.g. M2T3: Identity (Resource package,p.43-44)



Short Summary

• Resource Package & C&A Guide are for BOTH teachers and students. 
• Do cross-checking before setting assessments for students. 
• Debriefing & follow-up exercises are crucial to enhancing students’ 

performance in concepts application and explanation skills. 


