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Introduction

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of China
(the Constitution) and the Basic Law of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China (the Basic Law) together form
the constitutional basis of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR). They form the
foundation of “one country, two systems” and provide
a strong safeguard for the long-term prospenity and
stability of Hong Kong.

The Basic Law is the constitutional document for
the HKSAR, enacted by the National People's
Congress (NPC) in accordance with the
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Constitution. The Basic Law prescribes the systems to be practiced in the

HEKSAR, in order to ensure the implementation of the basic policies of the

People’s Republic of China (PRC) regarding Hong Kong, i.e., “

one country,

two systems™, “Hong Kong people administering Hong Kong™ and a high

degree of autonomy.
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The Birth of the Basic Law

Tiasrr K erng hus heen pant of the ety of China since ancienn dmies; i s cocopied
by Britain after the Opium War in 1340 On 19 Deoember 1984, tle Chinese and
Rritish Governments sipmed the JToint Declastion on the Questian of Heng Keag,
aflinming that ihe Government of the People’s Republic of China will resume the
exerise of sovensipnty over Hang Kong with effect fram 1 July 1957, thiss fil illing

the lomg-chersbed comman aspiratsen of the Chimese people for the recovery of

Hong Kang,

Upholding national unity and territorial imtegrity, maintaining the prosperity and
stzhility of Honyg Kong, and tuking account of ils history and realities, the PRE
has decided that upon China's reswmption of the exereise of ovencignry over Hong
Kong, a HESAR will be established in aceordance with the provisions of Article
31 of the Constitubien and that under the princaple of “ore country, two gyskams”,
the: sacinlist sysiem and polizies will not be prciised in Hang Kang,

In accordanee with the Constitution, the NPC herciry enacts the Basic Law, prescribing
Lhee systemns o be practsed in the HESAR, moonder o ensure the implementaton
of the basic policies of the PRC regarding Hang Kong,
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The Birth of the Basic Law (CONT'D)

The Basic Law, together with the designs of the regional flag and
regional ciablem of the HESAR, was feenally adopted at the Thisd
Session of the Seventh NPC of the PRC on 4 Apel 1990, On the same
day, the FRC iszaed the Mo, 20 Decree of the President of the People's
Republic of China and promulged the Base Law.

The Basic Law came into effeer an | July §997. The Basic Law isa
national kaw applicable 1o tee whole nation. iechedmg e HESAR
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