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Learning Objectives

Knowledge

ÅTo understandtherolesandresponsibilitiesof differentstakeholdersin promotingenvironmentalconservation

ÅTo understandtheimportanceof all membersof societyworking togetherto achievesustainabledevelopment

Skills

ÅTo analysethecomplicationsof theinteractions,influencesandinterestsof differentstakeholdersin environmental

conservation,to enhanceproblem-solvingskills andto makejudgementsbasedon factsandevidence,aswell asto

makefeasiblerecommendationsbasedon law, reasonandcompassion

Values

ÅTo recognisetheimportanceof environmentalconservation

ÅTo promoteoneôsawarenessof our responsibility to the environmentand the importanceof its sustainable

developmentto ourdaily livesandput it into practice

ÅTo recognisethe importanceof collaborationand co-operationamong stakeholdersin promoting sustainable

development,andof oneôsparticipation
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Source: EDB Educational MultiMedia

(https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E7%92%B0%E5%A2%83%E8%88%87%E5%8F%AF%E6%8C%81%E7%BA%8C%E7%99%BC%E5%B1%95/0_a01ur47c)

Watch the videos and think about it: Who is/ are responsible for environmental issues?

Watch the video: Crisis (recommended clips 4:04 ï12:45)

Lead-in

Environmentalconservationis a challengeandopportunityfor humankind. In orderto better

addressglobal environmentalissuesandachievesustainabledevelopmentof humansociety,

different stakeholdersshouldfulfil their environmentalresponsibilitiesandwork togetherfor

environmentalconservation.

The roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders 
in promoting environmental conservation

Click on the images 

to watch the videos

https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E7%92%B0%E5%A2%83%E8%88%87%E5%8F%AF%E6%8C%81%E7%BA%8C%E7%99%BC%E5%B1%95/0_a01ur47c
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E7%92%B0%E5%A2%83%E8%88%87%E5%8F%AF%E6%8C%81%E7%BA%8C%E7%99%BC%E5%B1%95/0_a01ur47c
https://emm.edcity.hk/media/%E7%92%B0%E5%A2%83%E8%88%87%E5%8F%AF%E6%8C%81%E7%BA%8C%E7%99%BC%E5%B1%95/0_a01ur47c
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From the experience of environmental

conservationaroundthe world, stakeholders,for

instance, governments, the education sector,

enterprises, inter-governmental organisations,

non-governmentalorganisationsand individuals

have different roles to play in promoting

environmentalconservationin a complementary

manner. Thus, everyonehas to shoulder the

responsibility and get involved in sustainable

development.

Different 
Stakeholders

Government

Education 
sector 

Enterprises
Inter -

governmental 
organisations

Individual/
family

Others
Non-

governmental 
organisations

The roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders 
in promoting environmental conservation
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In March 2021, the United NationsEnvironmentProgrammereleaseda report,ñMakingPeace

with Nature: A scientific blueprintto tacklethe climate,biodiversityandpollutionemergenciesò,

emphasisingthat it is important for all relevantstakeholdersto play complementaryand nested

rolesin bringingabouta sustainablefuture. Forexample:

ÅGovernmentsinitiate andleadin intergovernmentalco-operation, policiesandlegislationthat

transformsocietyandtheeconomy;

Å Inter -governmentalorganisationsfacilitate internationalco-operation;

Å Financial institutions facilitate investmentin economicactivities that enhancethe stock of

naturalassets;

ÅEnterprisescontinueto pursueandapplyinnovativetechnologies;

ÅNon-governmental organisationsdevelopandimplementsuchinitiatives;

Å Individuals, households,civil society,and local communitieshelpput theoriesinto practice;

ÅScientific and educational organisations help promote education, information and

awarenesson sustainabledevelopment.

ÅMedia and socialnetworks spreadwaysto improveoneôshealth

Source:United Nations Environment Programme

https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/34948/MPN.pdf

Click on the image to watch the 

video ñMaking Peace with Natureò

Source: United Nations Environment Programme 

(https://www.unep.org/zh-hans/resources/making-

peace-nature)

Click on the image to 

read the report

The roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders 
in promoting environmental conservation

https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/34948/MPN.pdf
https://www.unep.org/zh-hans/resources/making-peace-nature
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To participatein internationalconferences,promoteandparticipatein national,regionaland

international cooperation, evaluate and co-ordinate interests of different stakeholders,

improveexistingprogrammesandsupportenvironmentalprotectionwork at different levels,

etc.

Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the Government

Formulating and 
implementing policies

To formulate and implement legislation, policies, measures and programmes for

environmental protection, energy, nature conservation and promotion of sustainable

development.

Regulation by 
law

To monitor the implementationof environmental legislation; to carry out environmental

assessmentsandplanning; to handlepublicopinionson environmentalissues,etc.

Improving Infrastructure
To establish and enhance public facilities for environmental protection; to improve

environmentaltechnology; to raisethestandardof public services,etc.

Promotion

To provide information and raise public awarenesson environmentalprotection,encourage

public participation,promote corporateenvironmentalmanagementand assist industriesto

complywith relevantlegislation,andprovidefundingfor environmentalresearchprojects.

Collaboration
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Governmentsaroundtheworld all havepreparedplansandpolicesfor sustainabledevelopment.

For example,thestatehasformulateda masterplanfor thedevelopmentof ecologyconservationanda nationalpolicy on

environmentalprotection. In Chapter11 of the 14th Five-Year Plan*, the themeof ñpromotinggreendevelopmentand

harmoniousco-existencebetweenhumansandnatureòemphasisesrespectingnature,adaptingto nature,protectingnature

andgiving priority to conservation,with a view to implementingsustainabledevelopment,promotinga comprehensive

greentransformationof economicandsocialdevelopment,therebybuildingabeautifulChina.

ỆEnvironment: Reduceenergyconsumptionand carbondioxide emissionsper unit of GDP by 13.5% and 18% respectively,

continueto reducetotal emissionsof majorpollutants,andincreaseforestcoverageto 24.1%

Ệ Improving theecologyin responseto climatechange: formulatinganactionplanto achievethepeakof carbonemissionsby 2030

Ệ Improving the eco-securitysystem: focusingon nationalkey ecologicalareas, red lines for ecologicalprotection,nationalnature

reservesetc., implementingmajorprojectsto protectandrestoreimportantecosystem,consolidatingtheachievementsof returning

farmlandto forestsandgrasslands,returningfarmlandto lakesandwetlands,andembankmentsinto partsof beachesandseas

ỆEstablishinganaturereservesystem: integratingtheestablishmentof nationalparks.

Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the Government

*ñOutline of the Fourteenth Five-Year Plan for the 

National Economic and Social Development and the 

Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035ò 

Source: "Outline of the Fourteenth Five-Year Plan for the National Economic and Social Development and the Long-Range ObjectivesThrough the Year 2035":

(http://www.xinhuanet.com/fortune/2021-03/13/c_1127205564.htm)

Examples of environmental protection highlights in the 14th Five-Year Plan:



8

Layout of major ecosystem protection and restoration projects in the 14th Five-Year Plan

Source:

ÅñOutline of the Fourteenth Five-Year Plan for the National Economic and 

Social Development and the Long-Range Objectives Through the Year 2035ò

(http://www.xinhuanet.com/fortune/2021-03/13/c_1127205564.htm)

ÅThe China Current  (https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22722/china-national-

parks); (https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/23219/10-green-gains-for-china)

Focusingon the national key ecologicalareas,red lines for ecological

protectionand national nature reservesetc., we will implement major

projectsfor the protectionand restorationof importantecosystems,and

acceleratethe constructionof protectivebarriersfor eco-securityin the

Qinghai-Tibet Plateau,the importantecologicalareasalong the Yellow

River and the YangtzeRiver, the northeastforestbelt, the sandcontrol

belts in the north, the hilly and mountainousareasin the southand the

coastalzones.

Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the Government

Click below to watch the videos to learn more about the country's 

role and work in promoting environmental conservation

Reference

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22722/china-national-parks
https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/23219/10-green-gains-for-china
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Source: National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC),People´s Republic of China (https://en.ndrc.gov.cn/policies/202110/t20211027_1301020.html)

Achieving the Goals of Carbon Emissions Peaking and Carbon Neutrality

Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the Government

By 2050, thestatehassettheshareof non-fossil energyin total energyconsumptionwill reacharound20%,

while energyconsumptionand carbondioxide emissionsper unit of GDP will drop by 13.5% and 18%,

respectively,comparedwith 2020levels, laying a solid foundationfor carbonemissionspeaking. By 2030,

theshareof non-fossil energyconsumptionwill reacharound25%, andcarbondioxideemissionsperunit of

GDP will havedroppedby more than 65% comparedwith the 2005 level, successfullyachievingcarbon

emissionspeakingby 2030. By 2030, the proportionof non-fossil energyconsumptionwill reacharound

25%, andcarbondioxideemissionsperunit of GDPwill dropby morethan65% ascomparedto 2005, soas

to successfullyachievethe peakcarbontargetby 2030. The statealso aims to achievecarbonneutrality

before2060.

Carbonemissionspeakingrefersto theprocessby which carbondioxideemissionscontinueto decline

after reachinga historic high. Achieving carbonemissionspeakingmeansdecouplingthe economic

andsocialdevelopmentof a countryor regionfrom carbondioxideemissions,i.e. economicgrowthno

longer comesat the cost of increasedcarbonemissions. It is thereforeconsideredto be a signature

eventin thegreenandlow-carbontransformationof aneconomy.
Source: Gov.cn(http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-10/27/content_5645109.htm)
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Circular on further promoting the nationwide battle to prevent and control pollution

The state sets a higher standard to keep its skies blue, waters clear and lands pollution-free by 

2025, the first stage and 2035, the second stage.

ÅBy 2025, improving thecountryósecologicalenvironment,with the total dischargeof major

pollutantscontinuouslydeclining,heavilypollutedweatherandurbanblackandmalodorous

waterbodiesin the urbanareawill cleanedup, the risk of soil pollution will be effectively

controlled,solid wasteand new pollutantsmanagementwill be significantly enhanced,the

quality and stability of the ecosystemwill continue improve, the ecosystemgovernance

systemwill beimproved, andnewprogresscanbeseenin ecologicalconstruction.

ÅBy 2035, a greenway of life andproductionwill be formed,carbonemissionswill stabilize

and decline after reaching a peak, and the country's ecological environmentwill see

fundamentalimprovement. The objective of building a beautiful China will be basically

achieved.

Source: Gov.cn(http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-11/07/content_5649656.htm)

Pleasevisit the following websiteto learn more about our countryôsefforts and objectivesin

building a beautifulChina.

Source: Gov.cn(http://finance.people.com.cn/BIG5/n1/2022/0307/c1004-32368790.html)

Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the Government
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The HKSAR Governmentattachesgreatimportanceto environmentalprotectionandsupportsourCountryôs

andUnitedNationôsenvironmentalpoliciesandobjectives. Therelevantgovernmentdepartmentsinclude:

ÅEnvironment and Ecology Bureau consolidatesthe policies and work related to environmental

protection,conservationof naturalecology,aswell asenvironmentalhygiene,food safety,agricultureand

fisheriesandanimalwelfare,etc. to achievea synergyin enhancingHongKong'soverallenvironmentand

maintaining environmentalhygiene, as well as work related to driving climate action, promoting

biodiversity,etc.

ÅEnvironmental Protection Department is responsiblefor implementingGovernment'senvironmental

policies;; enforcing environmentallegislation; monitoring environmentalquality; providing collection,

transfer, treatmentand disposal facilities for various types of waste; advising on the environmental

implicationsof town planningandnewpolicies; handlingpollution complaintsandincidents; andraising

awarenessandsupportin the communityfor environmentalinitiatives. Theseresponsibilitiesarespread

acrossthe five following programmeareas: Air Programme; EnvironmentalAssessmentand Planning

Programme; NoiseProgramme; WasteProgramme; WaterProgramme.

Environmental work and policies in Hong Kong

Source:

ÅEnvironment and Ecology Bureau of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region(https://www.eeb.gov.hk/tc/message_index.html)

ÅEnvironmental Protection Departmentof the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

(https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/tc_chi/about_epd/epd_work/epd_work.html)

Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the Government
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Environmental Protection Department steps up publicity 

and enforcement activities on idling engine ban

To formulate policies and plans on environmentalprotection,energy,conservationand the promotion of

sustainabledevelopment; to provide first-classedphysical infrastructurefor the treatmentand disposalof

wasteand wastewater,to raisecommunity awarenessof and promotepublic supportfor issuesrelatedto

environmentalprotection,energy,conservationandsustainabledevelopment; to promotecollaborativeefforts

throughregionaland internationalco-operation; to implementenvironmentalprotectionand energyrelated

legislation and plans; to administer robust environmental impact assessmentin the planning of new

developmentsandmajorprojects.

Roadside air quality monitoring (left) and ambient air quality monitoring (right) by the 

Environmental Protection Department

Examples of the missions of the Environment and Ecology Bureau 

and the Environmental Protection Department 

Source:Environmental Protection Departmentof the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

(https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/tc_chi/about_epd/vis_miss/about_epd.html)

Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the GovernmentReference
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Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Conservation Department

Electrical and Mechanical 

Services Department

Food and Environmental 

Hygiene Department

Architectural Services 

Department 

Transport Department

Education Bureau, etc.

Environmental protection work of other government departments

Do you know of any other government departments that are also  related to environmental protection?

Activity Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government
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ỆTo reducethetotal carbonemissionsby 50% before2035(from the2005level) in order

to achievethe goal of carbonneutrality before 2050, the Governmentimplemented

relevantmeasures,suchas: (i) conservingenergy; (ii) promotinggreentransport; (iii)

promotingwastereductionin thecommunity

ỆTo strengthencollaborationamongGuangdong,Hong Kong and Macaoin combating

climatechangeaswell asjoint preventionandcontrol of air pollution in the GBA, the

Governmentis preparingto set up a supersitefor GBA air quality laboratory and

meteorology monitoring in Hong Kong to provide regional air pollution and

meteorologicalmonitoringandforecastingservices.

Examples of strategies for implementing and launching 

ñHong Kong's Climate Action Plan 2050ò in ñThe Chief Executive's 2022 Policy Addressò

Environmental work and policies in Hong Kong

For details, please visit the following website:

Å The Chief Executive's 2022 Policy Address

(https://www.policyaddress.gov.hk/2022/public/pdf/policy/policy-full_en.pdf)

Å HKSAR Government Press Releases

(https://www.news.gov.hk/chi/2022/10/20221031/20221031_193026_327.html)

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government
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Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

Carbon reduction strategies and measures of the ñHong Kong's Climate Action Plan 2050ò

Source:

ÅHong Kong's Climate Action Plan 2050(www.epd.gov.hk/epd/SEA/tc/files/CAP2050_booklet_en.pdf 

www.climateready.gov.hk/files/pdf/CAP2050_leaflet_tc.pdf)

ÅLong-term DecarbonisationE-Learning Platform 

(https://www.susdev.org.hk/elearning/tc/cap2050.php)

Click on the image to read the report

Thestateaimsto reachcarbondioxideemissionspeakingby 2030andachieve

carbonneutralityby 2060. To signify HongKongôscommitment,HongKong

is oneof the first Asian cities to takeactionon climatechangeandhasbeen

actively involved in efforts to combat climate change. In 2021, the

Governmentsetout the Hong Kong'sClimateAction Plan2050, which aims

to achievecarbonneutralityby 2050.

https://cnsd.gov.hk/wp-content/uploads/pdf/CAP2050_booklet_en.pdf
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The ñHong Kong's Climate Action Plan 2050ò - carbon reduction strategies and measures 

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

TheñActionPlan2050òoutlinesthe four major decarbonisationstrategiesand measures,

namelynet-zeroelectricity generation,energysavingandgreenbuildings,greentransport

andwastereductionleadingto carbonneutrality. For details,pleaserefer to the relevant

planningdocuments.

Source: Hong Kong's Climate Action Plan 2050

(www.epd.gov.hk/epd/SEA/tc/files/CAP2050_booklet_en.pdf 

www.climateready.gov.hk/files/pdf/CAP2050_leaflet_en.pdf)
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Click on the image to watch the video. As far as you know, what are the stakeholdersinvolved in

promotingHongKong towardscarbonneutrality?

Activity Examples of the roles and responsibilities of the Government

Government promote public participation

Public participationinvolvesdifferent stakeholdersin the community

to fulfill their responsibilityin promotingenvironmentalprotection.

One of the key roles of the Government is to promote public

engagement,facilitatecollaborationamongdifferentstakeholdersand

encouragepublic participationin environmentalprotectionactivities

throughvariousmeans,suchas:

Å Developing partnershipsin various sectors through different

consultationchannels

Å Promoting public participation in environmentalprotection by

educatingthepubliconenvironmentalissues

Å Organisingoutreachactivities,etc.

Source: Environment and Ecology Bureau

(https://www.eeb.gov.hk/tc/sens-blog/blog20211113.html)

https://www.eeb.gov.hk/tc/sens-blog/blog20211113.html
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Environmental Protection Departmentôs ñGreen Outreachò develops and maintains 

a green waste reduction network to support community participation and enhance 

waste reduction at source and clean separation and recycling

Click on the images to watch the videos

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

In responseto the Paris Agreement and to encouragedifferent sectors to participate in low-carbon

transformation,the Governmentlauncheda ñ4Tòpartnershipdialogue platform in 2016 to encourage

partneringorganisationsto saveenergyandreducecarbonemissionstogetherby drawingup plansundera

ñ4Tòframework,i.e. "Target","Timeline", "Transparency"and"Together". In 2016, about40ñ4Tòpartners

tookpartin theprogramme.

Source:

Å HKSAR Government Press Releases (https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202110/29/P2021102900604.htm); 

(https://www.news.gov.hk/chi/2020/10/20201029/20201029_123949_686.html)

Å Information Services Department(https://www.isd.gov.hk/chi/tvapi/21_ep202.html)

Government produced a promotional

video to collect public views on the

controlof disposableplastics
ñGREEN@COMMUNITYò will visit 

housing estates to help recycle glass bottles, 

waste electrical appliances and other 

recycled materials and encourage 

community participation.

Government promote public participation

https://www.enb.gov.hk/tc/sens-blog/blog20201029.html
https://www.enb.gov.hk/tc/sens-blog/blog20201029.html
https://www.isd.gov.hk/chi/tvapi/21_ep202.html
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Council for Sustainable Development 

The Council for SustainableDevelopmentwasestablishedby the Chief Executive

as one of the initiatives to promotesustainabilityin Hong Kong. The terms of

referenceof theCouncilwere:

ÅTo advisethe Governmenton the priority areasit shouldaddressin promoting

sustainabledevelopment;

ÅTo adviseon the preparationof a sustainabledevelopmentstrategyfor Hong

Kongthatwill integrateeconomic,socialandenvironmentalperspectives;

ÅTo facilitate community participation in the promotion of sustainable

developmentin Hong Kong through various means,including the award of

grantsfrom theSustainableDevelopmentFund; and

ÅTo promotepublic awarenessandunderstandingof theprinciplesof sustainable

development.
Source: Environment and Ecology Bureau(https://www.eeb.gov.hk/en/susdev/council/index.htm)

HKSAR Government Public Consultation

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the GovernmentReference
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In line with theParisAgreement,theHKSAR Governmenthasinvited theCouncil for Sustainable

Developmentto launcha bottom-up andstakeholder-orientedpublic engagementexerciseto raise

public awarenessof the impactof carbonemissionsandgaugetheviewsof thecommunitywith a

view to formulatinga feasiblelong-termcarbonreductionstrategy.

Source: Council For Sustainable Development Report on Public Engagement on Long-term 

DecarbonisationStrategy

(https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/susdev/html/en/council/lds_ped_e.pdf)

Examples of the work of the Council for Sustainable Development

Public Engagement on Long-term Decarbonisation Strategy (2019)

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

Public engagement on control of single-use plastics (2021)

To provideeverymemberof the communitywith informationon the subjectof plasticsand

explorerelevantissueswith a view to identifying waysto moveawayfrom non-essentialand

hard-to-recyclesingle-useplasticitems.

Source: Council For Sustainable Development 

(https://www.eeb.gov.hk/en/susdev/council/index.htm)

Reference
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ÅñPromotionof SustainableConsumptionof BiologicalResourcesò(2016)

ÅñMunicipalSolidWasteChargingò(2013)

ÅñCombatingClimate Change: Energy Saving and Carbon Emission

Reductionin Buildingsò(2011)

ÅñBuildingDesignto Fostera Quality andSustainableBuilt Environmentò

(2009)

ÅñCleanAir ïClearChoicesò(2007)

ÅñEnhancingPopulationPotentialfor aSustainableFutureò(2006)

ÅñMakingChoicesfor OurFutureò(2004)

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

Other public engagement launched by the Council for Sustainable Development (examples)

For details, please refer to the Council for

Sustainable Development website:

(https://www.eeb.gov.hk/en/susdev/council/index.

htm)

Click on the image 

to visit the website

Reference

https://www.susdev.org.hk/pe2021/tc/index.html
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Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

ñTheEnvironmentalImpactAssessmentOrdinanceòwasimplementedin Hong Kong in 1998, is to avoid,minimiseandcontrol theadverse

impacton the environmentof designatedprojectsthroughthe applicationof the statutoryenvironmentalimpactassessmentprocessandthe

environmentalpermit mechanismfor striking a balancebetweentheneedof environmentalprotectionanddevelopment. Theenvironmental

impact assessmentstudiesare also a fundamentalstep in the developmentof major projects to avoid, reduceand control the adverse

environmentalimpactsof designatedprojectsthroughtheapplicationof theenvironmentalimpactassessmentprocessandtheenvironmental

permit system. The EnvironmentalProtectionDepartmenthasreviewedandrefinedthe environmentalimpactassessmentmechanismfrom

time to time while optimisingtheenvironmentalimpactassessmentprocess.

The importance of environmental assessment

Source:

Å Legislative Council Panel on Environmental Affairs 

(https://www.legco.gov.hk/yr2022/chinese/panels/ea/papers/ea20220228cb1-92-2-

c.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2uxonVrcuGjrRI3sRlUkNtzEmL71Erzsfpyw9SBxxO2Iikx3KY-MJHfxk)

Å Highways Department(https://www.hyd.gov.hk/sc/our_projects/road_projects/6461th/HMW6461TH-SK0765_20160125.pdf)

Å Environmental Protection Department 

(https://www.epd.gov.hk/eia/register/report/eiareport/eia_2082013/1_ExSummary/Chinese/PDF/ES_Chi.pdf)

Taking the Central Kowloon Route project* as an example,an environmentalimpact

assessmenthasbeencarriedout for air quality, noise,water quality, wastemanagement,

land contamination, landscapeand visual, and cultural heritage, etc. to meet the

environmentalmonitoringandauditrequirements.

*The main objectiveof the CentralKowloon Routeis to relievetraffic congestionat peakhourson the

existingeast-westcorridors(includingLung CheungRoad,BoundaryStreet,PrinceEdwardRoadWest,

Argyle Street,WaterlooRoad,GascoigneRoadFlyover and ChathamRoadNorth). The construction

worksbeganin December2017, andtheCentralKowloonRouteis anticipatedto commissionin 2025.

Learn about the Central Kowloon

Route project by clicking and

enlargingthemap

https://www.hyd.gov.hk/sc/our_projects/road_projects/6461th/HMW6461TH-SK0765_20160125.pdf
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To understandtheimpacton traffic, landuseandenvironmentof theCentralKowloon Route

project, a community-based public engagementcampaign was launched to engage

stakeholdersandallow theGovernmentto collectopinionsanddiscussthealignmentoptions

of the route, socio-economic and environmental impacts and mitigation measuresfor

assessmentpurposes.

Source:

Å Public Engagement ProgrammeReport for Central Kowloon Route(https://const-infobank.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Central-Kowloon-Route-Public-

engagement.pdf)

Å Highways Department (https://ckr-hyd.hk/benefit/)

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

Environmental Assessment and Public Engagement for the Central Kowloon Route

Click on the image to read the report

Å The Central Kowloon Route aims to relieve traffic

congestion and improve the environment of the

surrounding community, including greening and

landscaping,reprovisioning of public facilities, culture

andconservation.

ÅClick on the image to go to the website to learn more

about the project's green landscape, environmental

initiatives, heritage conservation and sustainable

development.

Reference

https://const-infobank.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Central-Kowloon-Route-Public-engagement.pdf
https://ckr-hyd.hk/benefit
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Governmentsof many countries/ regionsaroundthe world are also promotingenvironmentalprotectionand

sustainabledevelopmentin various ways, focusing mainly on setting long-term policy goals, enhancing

educationand public awareness,enhancingbuilding energyefficiency, deepdecarbonisationin the energy

sectorandpromotinggreentransport,aswell asothermeasuressuchasindustrialupgrading(e.g. useof low-

carbonmaterialsand productionmethods),betterwastemanagement(e.g. wastereduction,waste-to-energy

technologies)and adoption of carbon removal measures(e.g. carbon capture and storage technologies,

reforestationandafforestation),etc.

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

Policy practices in other countries or regions (examples)

Berlin promotespublic educationby launchingpilot projectsandinitiatives,e.g. ñclimate-neutralcampusò; turn

climate neutrality into communicationsconceptand through communicationactivities and campaigns,e.g.

ñEnergyEfficiency Campaignfor Berlinòtargetedat the generalpublic to promotethe relatedmessages. In

January2019, theGermangovernmentannouncedthatcoalpowerwill becompletelyphasedoutby 2038at the

latest. Thedecisionwill bereviewedin 2032.

Source:

Å Retrieved from the introduction and sources provided by Council for Sustainable Development https://www.info.gov.hk/tpb/tc/papers/TPB/1205-tpb_10565c.pdf

Å Sources provided by Council for Sustainable Development:Senate Department for Urban Development and the Environment. (2016). Climate- Neutral Berlin 2050: Recommendations for a 

Berlin Energy and Climate Protection Programme (BEK). https://www.berlin.de/sen/uvk/_assets/klimaschutz/publikationen/broschuere_bek_en.pdf
Continued on 

next page
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The EuropeanUnion hasunveiled its new emissionsreductiontargetsand the EuropeanGreenDeal, an

emissionreductionblueprintto makeEuropetheworld'sfirst continentto becarbonneutralby 2050through

a shift to cleanenergyanda circular economy,in order to combatclimatechangeandpromotestableand

sustainableeconomicdevelopmentin Europe.

Policy practices in other countries or regions (examples)

Source: European Commission (https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action/climate-strategies-targets/2050-long-term-strategy_en)

Examples of the Roles and Responsibilities of the Government

In 2010, Tokyo launchedits Cap-and-TradeProgram. It is theworldôsfirst urbanCap-and-TradeProgramat

the city level, requiringcarbonreductionfrom largecommercialand industrialbuildings(i.e. CO2 emitting

facilities thatconsumeenergyin theamountof 1,500kiloliters or more(crudeoil equivalent)peryear).

Council for Sustainable Developmentôs Public Engagement on Long-term DecarbonisationStrategy(https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/susdev/html/en/council/lds_ped_e.pdf)

The Norwegiangovernmentis also committedto reducingemissionsby making Oslo the Europeangreen

capital,andplansto increasetheuseof bicyclesandgraduallyreducethenumberof cars.

Source: https://www.oslo.kommune.no/getfile.php/13319592-

1553857948/Content/Politics%20and%20administration/City%20development/Car%20free%20city/The%20Car-free%20Livability%20Programme%202019.pdf

For more examples of other overseas environment agencies, please refer to the following website:
https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/water/beach_quality/overseas.html
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Å Intergovernmentalorganisationis an organisationformed by the governmentsof a country or

regionthroughformal treatiesor othermeans,with theaim of working togetherto achievegoals

in the commoninterest. In fact, issuessuchasenvironmentalprotectionandhealthcannotbe

adequatelyaddressedby a single governmentin a country or region and must be addressed

together.

Å Intergovernmentalorganisationssuchas the United Nationshavebeenestablishedto meetthe

needsof their membersfor international co-operation in certain areasand to fulfil their

internationalfunctions. They alsoplay an importantrole in promotingthe awarenessof their

membersfor the commonthemesfacedby the humankind,including politics, economicand

trade, public health and environmentalconservation,as well as the pursuit of more global

strategiesandplansbasedonco-operationandtheexchangeof experiencein solvingproblems.

The Roles and Responsibilities of Intergovernmental Organisations

How can co-operation between governmentsin countries or regions be more effective in

implementingenvironmentalpoliciesandachievingsustainabledevelopment?
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The entire United Nations systemis involved in environmental

protection in various ways. Establishedin 1972, the United

NationsEnvironmentProgrammeis the environmentalauthority

of the United Nations system and the intergovernmental

organisation for environmental protection. It promotes the

involvement of business, science and academia, non-

governmentalorganisationsandcommunitygroupsin promoting

the wise use and sustainable development of the global

environment.

The role of the United Nations EnvironmentProgrammeis to

monitor and assessglobal, regionaland nationalenvironmental

conditions and trends; to develop international and national

environmentalinstruments; to strengtheninstitutionsfor thewise

managementof the environment; and to promote and support

comprehensiveinternationalco-operation.

In 2019, the SecondGlobal Sessionof the UN Science-Policy-

BusinessForum on the Environment,organisedby the United

Nations EnvironmentProgramme, brought togethergovernment

officials, technologyandbusinessrepresentativesfrom aroundthe

world to discusstopics suchas greentechnology,environmental

policy and climate change to promote global environmental

sustainability.

United Nations Environment Programme

The Roles and Responsibilities of Intergovernmental Organisations

For details, please refer to the United Nations Environment Programme(https://www.unbrussels.org/united-nations-environment-programme-unep)
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In 1972, the United NationsConferenceon the HumanEnvironmentrecommendedthat the United NationsGeneral

Assemblydesignate5 June,the first day of the Conference,as World EnvironmentDay. In December1972, the

United Nations GeneralAssemblyat its 27th sessionadoptedtwo resolutionsby creationof the United Nations

EnvironmentProgrammeanddesignating5 JuneasWorld EnvironmentDay.

The Roles and Responsibilitiesof Intergovernmental Organisations

Year Themes for World Environment Day in recent years

2023 Solutions to Plastic Pollution

2022 Only One Earth

2021 Reimagine, recreate, restore

Source: United Nations Environment Programme(https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/zh-hans)

Click on theimageto learn

how the United Nations

Environment Programme

promotes environmental

conservation.

United Nations Environment Programme and World Environment Day

https://www.worldenvironmentday.global/zh-hans
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Source: Official website of United Nations Environment Programme

(https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/34948/MPN.pdf)

ỆTo facilitate international co-operation in science-policy interfaces including by

promoting synergiesthrough norms, implementation,financing, capacity-building and

technologicalco-operation.

ỆTo advanceinternationalco-operationon addressingthe biodiversity emergencyand

promotebiodiversityandlandneutrality.

ỆTo promote the coordinationand implementationof existing chemicalsconventions,

implementmonitoring, surveillanceandearlywarningsystems,andfacilitateinternational

co-operationonprotectingthehealthof theplanet.

ỆTo promotesustainabletownplanningin urbanareas.

ỆTo promotea circular economyandschemesfor offsettingnatureto supportthe creation

of sustainableglobalsupplychains.

ỆTo encouragehealthy diets and reducewaste; support the transition to a low-carbon

economy,etc.

The United Nations Environment Programme recommends that intergovernmental
organisationspromotesustainabledevelopmentthroughactionssuchas:

The Roles and Responsibilities of Intergovernmental Organisations

Click on the image 

to read the report

(Page 38-39)

https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/34948/MPN.pdf
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As a specialisedagencyof the United Nations,it hasbeenaddressinginternationalmaritime co-

operationamonggovernmentssince1959. It is responsiblefor the safetyandsecurityof shipping

andthepreventionof marineandatmosphericpollution by ships,andto encourageandfacilitatethe

general adoption of the highest practicablestandardsin matters concerningmaritime safety,

navigationefficiency,andthepreventionandcontrolof marinepollution from ships.

The InternationalMaritime Organizationhas introduceda numberof measuresto preventand

minimise the impact of tanker accidents. For example, the InternationalConvention for the

Preventionof Pollution from Shipsof 1973, as amendedin 1978, coversnot only accidentaland

operationaloil pollution,but alsopollution by chemicals, goodsin packagedform, sewage,garbage

andair pollution. Otherconventionsarealsoin placeto preventpollutionof thesea.

The Roles and Responsibilities of IntegovernmentalOrganisations

International Maritime Organization

Source: International Maritime Organization  (https://www.imo.org/en/About/HistoryOfIMO/Pages/Default.aspx)

Reference
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Examples of other Intergovernmental Environmental Organisations

TheBelt andRoadInitiative* is a significantinitiative launchedby theChinesegovernmentfor externaldevelopmentwith theintentionof

promoting economicco-ordination amongcountriesalong the Belt and Road routes. It is also intendedto build an open, inclusive,

balancedand regionaleconomicco-operationarchitecturethat benefitsall, actively promotegreendevelopmentpolicies,strengthenthe

building of the Belt and Road Big Data Service Platform on Ecological and EnvironmentalProtection,enhanceco-operation on

information sharingand technologyexchangeon ecologicalenvironmentand climate changerelatedmatters,and enhanceresearchon

ecologicalandenvironmentalprotectionlawsandregulationsandinternationalrules.

The Roles and Responsibilities of Intergovernmental Organisations

*refers to the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road and Silk Road Economic BeltSource: National Development and Reform Commission (https://www.ndrc.gov.cn/xxgk/zcfb/tz/202203/t20220328_1320629.html?code=&state=123)

TheEuropeanEnvironmentAgency(EEA) is anagencyof theEuropeanUnion to monitorandanalysetheenvironmentin Europe.

With its headquartersin Copenhagen,Denmark,it deliversknowledgeanddatato supportEurope'senvironmentandclimategoals

to promotesustainabledevelopmentin Europe.

Source: EEA (https://www.eea.europa.eu/)

The Associationof SoutheastAsianNations(ASEAN) is a regionalallianceof countriesworking togetherto developtheir

economiesand promote environmentalconservationamong membercountries. In 2015, ASEAN leadersadopteda

blueprint which guidesASEAN co-operationto include promotion of sustainableproductionand consumptiontowards

circulareconomy,etc.

Source: ASEAN (https://asean.org/our-communities/asean-socio-cultural-community/environment/)



32

ÅNon-governmentalorganisations(NGOs)arenon-profit, voluntarycivil organisationsat the

local, nationalor internationallevel. Thosewith the aim of protectingthe world's natural

resourcesand the ecological environment, and carrying out environmental activities

worldwideareenvironmentalNGOs(ENGOs).

ÅAs co-ordinators, monitors and educatorsin environmentalconservation,ENGOs play an

importantrole in promotingenvironmentalconservationby supportinggovernmentpolicies,

facilitating interactionbetweenthe governmentand the community,providing adviceto the

government,helping enterprisesto implementenvironmentalprotectionactions,promoting

and organisingcommunity participationin environmentalprotectionactivities, and raising

publicawarenessthrougheducationandpublicity.

The Rolesand Responsibilities of Non-governmental Organisations

Which NGOs do you know that promoteenvironmentalconservation?What role do

theyplay in promotingenvironmentalconservationfor sustainabledevelopment?
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The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) is one of the

world's most representativeENGOs. Since its establishment

in 1961, WWF hasbeencommittedto environmentalcauses,

promoting environmental projects related to wildlife,

freshwater, climate and energy, forests, oceans, food,

environmental policy, sustainable finance and nature

conservation.

Source: WWF (https://wwf.panda.org/)   

Earth Hour is a global movementorgnaisedby the WWF to supportefforts to

tackleclimatechangeby turningoff non-essentiallights from 8.30pm to 9.30pm on

thelastSaturdayof Marcheachyear.

Video Source: https://earthhour.wwf.org.hk/
Click on the image 

to read the report

Example

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is a global non-profit

environmentalorganisationandthe only internationalorganisationin the field of conservation

and sustainabledevelopmentto be a permanentobserverat the United Nations General

Assembly. It is alsooneof the few internationalorganisationsin which both governmentaland

non-governmentalorganisationscan participatein. Its membersare sovereignstatesand non-

profit organisations.

Source: IUCN (https://www.iucn.org/about/) 

The Rolesand Responsibilities of Non-governmental Organisations

https://earthhour.wwf.org.hk/
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The China Biodiversity Conservationand GreenDevelopmentFoundation(CBCGDF) was establishedby the StateCouncil to promote

sustainabledevelopmentin variouswaysthroughthestrengthsof socialorganisations, focusingonbiodiversityconservationandpromoting

greeneconomicdevelopmentin the country. CBCGDF focuseson nationalbiodiversity conservationand economicgreendevelopment,

participatesin global environmentalgovernanceandconductsinternationalexchanges. It alsoadvocatesfor environmentalpolicies,such

as promotingplastic reductionand wastereduction,convincingthe Ministry of Educationthat schoolsmust not compelstudentsto use

plasticbookcovers,andpromotingñPlastic-freeBack-to-SchoolSeasonsò. CBCGDFhasalsopromotedñGreenConsumptionRightsò,by

pushingtakeawayplatformsto addthe option of ñnodisposableutensilsò,aswell aspromotinggreenwork andliving throughreleasing

NationalGroupStandardssuchastheñGreenMeetingIndexòandñGreenSchoolStandardsò.

Example

Friends of Nature is a Chinese national environmental organisation,

promotingpublic awarenessandparticipationin biodiversityconservation.

In 2020, Friendsof Natureworkedwith a numberof partnerorganisations

to developideasandproposalsfor amendmentsto the Wildlife Protection

Law, which were submittedto the StandingCommitteeof the National

People'sCongress.
Source: Friends of Nature(http://www.fon.org.cn/about)

Friendsof Naturevolunteerstookñbodytemperatureòmeasurements

in various public buildings such as the National Centre for the

PerformingArts andtheNationalMuseumof Chinato call for indoor

temperaturecontrolandpromotea low carbonfootprint.

Source: CBCGDF (http://www.cbcgdf.org/English/NewsShow/5012/23289.html)

The Rolesand Responsibilities of Non-governmental Organisations
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The World GreenOrganisation

has designated 15 July as

"PaperSavingDay", calling on

businesses, industrial and

commercial organisations,

schools,NGOsandmembersof

the public to reducethe useof

paper, tissue paper and

unnecessarypaperproductsin

order to conservethe planetôs

resourcesandbuild a greencity.

TheWorld GreenOrganisation, for example,is an independent, non-

governmental organisation concerned with environmental

conservation, environmentally related livelihoods and economic

affairs. It providesa holistic approachto a fully integratedthree-

prongedsolution that combinessocial,environmentaland economic

dimensionsto enhancethe quality of the environment,promote a

greenereconomy,and improvepeopleôslivelihoods for a paradigm

shift towardslow-carbonandclimate-resilientdevelopmentpathways.

Environmentalorganisationsare a major environmentalforce outsideof the Governmentin promoting

environmentalprotectionin Hong Kong and raising public awarenessof pollution. They are active in

promotingenvironmentalawarenessandorganisingrecyclingprogrammesto demonstrateto thepublic the

importanceof greenliving. ENGOsin HongKong includeCleanAir Network,World GreenOrganisation,

EarthCare, GreenPengChauAssociation,GreenPower,GreenSense,etc.

Non-governmental organisationsin Hong Kong

Source: World Green Organisation

(https://thewgo.org/website/chi/introduction/)
Source: World Green Organisation

(https://thewgo.org/)

Example

The Rolesand Responsibilities of Non-governmental Organisations
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Providing views on public

engagement on control of

single-useplastics

Concernedwith environmental issues in the community, GreenersAction is a local environmental

organisationthataimsto raisepublicawarenessonenvironmentalissues. Its work includes:

Lai See Reuse and Recycle Program

Umbrella Bags Reduction 

Accreditation Program

Non-governmental organisationsin Hong Kong

Source: Greeners Action (https://www.greeners-action.org)

Example

The Rolesand Responsibilities of Non-governmental Organisations
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Enterprisesalsohavea role andresponsibilityin environmentalconservation. While

pursuing profits and economic development, enterprises should also take

responsibilityfor environmentalprotectionandsustainabledevelopment,which will

helpthembuild apositivesocialimageandbenefitthecommunity.

The responsibilitiesof enterprisesin environmentalconservationmainly include

fulfilling their legalandethicalresponsibilitiesin environmentalprotection,making

pollution prevention and control, energy saving and emission reduction, and

environmentalpolicieskey indicatorsof corporatedevelopment,supportingresearch

and developmentin environmentaltechnology,etc., therebypromoting corporate

development while taking into account economic and social benefits, and

safeguardingintra-generationalequity, internationalequity, and inter-generational

equity.

The Roles and Responsibilities of Enterprises
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The concept of ESG

Source:

Å Xinhua Net(http://www.xinhuanet.com/tech/20220607/6dc0b50941954bc7be9fc3c23812e029/c.html)

Å HKSAR Press Release(https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201906/26/P2019062600594.htm)

Å HKEX (https://cn-rules.hkex.com.hk/%E8%A6%8F%E5%89%87%E6%89%8B%E5%86%8A/%E9%99%84%E9%8C%84-%E4%BA%8C%E5%8D%81%E4%B8%83-

%E7%92%B0%E5%A2%83%E3%80%81%E7%A4%BE%E6%9C%83%E5%8F%8A%E7%AE%A1%E6%B2%BB%E5%A0%B1%E5%91%8A%E6%8C%87%E5%BC%95)

Environment,Social and Governance(ESG) are the main pillars of corporatesustainabilityin

which it concernsorganisationsôbehaviourand non-financials,ranging from topics like carbon

emissions,diversityandequalopportunity.

ÅWith the introduction of carbonpeak and carbonneutrality in China, ESG has becomean

increasingly important investmenttrend for enterprises. In June 2022, the country's first

ñGuidancefor enterpriseESG disclosureòwas published, with 118 indicators in three

dimensions: environmental,social and governance. Enterprisescanchooseto discloseall or

someof theseindicatorsaccordingto their actualsituation.

ÅAs an international financial centre, Hong Kong has been following the developmentof

internationalstandardsand requirementson ESG for enterprises. For example,with effect

from 1 January2017, listed companiesin Hong Kong are required to disclosetheir ESG

information in accordancewith the ESG ReportingGuide issuedby HKEX. HKEX also

encourageslistedcompaniesto seekindependentassuranceof their ESGreportsto enhancethe

credibility of theESGinformationdisclosed.

Click on the image

to learn more about

HKEXôsRules and

Guidance Appendix

27 ñEnvironmental,

Social and

Governance

ReportingGuideò

The Roles and Responsibilities of Enterprises

https://en-rules.hkex.com.hk/rulebook/environmental-social-and-governance-reporting-guide-0
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ESG

̪E̫

Environmental responsibility factors for 

businesses to consider in their 

operations (example)

ȶ Air and Water Pollution

ȶ Biodiversity

ȶ Climate Change

ȶ Deforestation

ȶ Ecosystem services

ȶ Energy efficiency

ȶ Hazardous materials

ȶ Land degradation

ȶ Resource depletion

ȶ Waste Management

ȶ Water Scarcity

The HKSAR Governmentattachesgreat importanceto ESG

while activelydevelopinggreenandsustainablefinance.

ÅSince2019, the HKSAR Governmenthas issueda total of

nearlyUS$10 billion equivalentof governmentgreenbonds,

includingHK$20billion of retail greenbonds.

Å In orderto train talentsin relevantfields, the Governmentis

consideringto includemoreESG-relatedcoursesin thelist of

reimbursablecoursesunderthe ContinuingEducationFund,

while including more ESG topics in businessand finance

courses. Meanwhile, we have addedESG-related financial

professionalsto the list of talentslast year, with a view to

attractingmoretalentsin relevantfields to HongKong.

Source:

Å Hong Kong Monetary Authority(https://www.hkma.gov.hk/eng/news-and-media/insight/2018/06/20180620/); 

https://www.hkma.gov.hk/eng/key-functions/reserves-management/responsible-investment/); 

https://www.fsdc.org.hk/media/yawlfqwd/esg-paper-eng-_final_0.pdf

Å HKSAR Press Release (https://www.news.gov.hk/chi/2022/05/20220527/20220527_154017_068.html)

The ñEò 

dimension of 

the ESG 

evaluation 

system

For details of the three ESG dimensions, please refer to Table 1 of the 

Hong Kong Monetary Authority's ESG Strategy for Hong Kong

The Roles and Responsibilities of Enterprises

https://www.fsdc.org.hk/media/yawlfqwd/esg-paper-eng-_final_0.pdf
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Corporate ESG practices

ESGconsiderationsarebeingadoptedby moreenterprisesandinvestorsasa considerationfor investmentand

businessoperations,andthe ESGconcepthasbecomean effectivemanagementtool to measurethe overall

effectivenessof ESG investments,providing a basisand guidancefor businessoperationand investment

decisions,aswell asa tool to helpthepublicmonitorcorporatedevelopment.

HKEX has provided examplesof corporateESG implementationin the following

focus areas,with a number of examplesof corporatepractices. The focus areas

include: (i) boardandgovernance, (ii) materialityassessment, (iii) climatechangeand

TCFD*, (iv) stakeholderengagementand(v) socialissues.

Find someexamplesof corporateESGimplementationsandpracticesfrom theHKEX

websitebelowandthink aboutthefollowing:

ÅHow canenterprisesimplementESGpracticesto achievesustainabledevelopment?

ÅWhat is/are the role(s) of enterprisesin promoting sustainabledevelopment?

* TaskForceonClimate-RelatedFinancialDisclosures

Click on the image to

view examples of

corporate ESG

practices provided by

HKEX.

Source: HKEX(https://www.hkex.com.hk/Listing/Sustainability/ESG-Academy/ESG-in-Practice?sc_lang=en)

The Roles and Responsibilities of Enterprises

https://www.hkex.com.hk/Listing/Sustainability/ESG-Academy/ESG-in-Practice?sc_lang=en
https://www.hkex.com.hk/Listing/Sustainability/ESG-Academy/ESG-in-Practice?sc_lang=en
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Educationis a major channelfor enhancingthe community'sability to addressenvironmentalissuesby raising the

environmentalawarenessof the public andencouragingtheir participationso as to achievesustainabledevelopment. It

enablesthe public to gain a holistic understandingof environmentalissues,to understandthe interactionsbetweenthe

economic,social and environmentalspheres,to acquireknowledge,skills, valuesand attitudesregardingenvironmental

conservation,and to participatein a responsibleand viable mannerin addressingenvironmentalissuesand managing

environmentalquality.

Examples of roles and responsibilities in theeducation sector

At theWorld Conferenceon Educationfor SustainableDevelopment,theUnited

NationsEducational,Scientific and Cultural Organizationlaunchedthe ñLearn

for our planetòcampaign,calling on the world to invest in education for

sustainabledevelopmentand ensurethat it is embeddedin learning systems

globally. Cultivationof relatedknowledge, skills, valuesandattitudesin learners

help individuals and communitiestake responsibleaction to promote social

transformationtowardssustainabledevelopment.

Promoting Sustainable Development through Education

Education for Sustainable development

Click on the image to watch a video 

about the UN campaign

Source: UNESCDO(https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/learn-our-planet-what-you-need-know)

Reference

https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/learn-our-planet-what-you-need-know
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To enhanceskills in environmentalconservationand problem solving of

environmentalproblems

To carry out environmental research and cultivate innovative research talents 

in environmental management and conservation for sustainable development

To provide professional advice and recommendations

Examples 

of roles 

of the 

education 

sector

The post-secondaryeducation sector, schools and educationalorganisationsplay a publicity role in

environmentalconservation. They promotelearnersôawarenessof sustainabilityissuesand developtheir

properattitudes, skills andbehavioursin participationandproblemsolving throughformal andnon-formal

educationandvariousenvironmentaleducationactivities,etc.

To incorporateelementsof environmentalpoliciesandlegalknowledgeinto the

curriculum and learning activities to cultivate environmentalawarenessand

values

Examples of roles and responsibilities of theeducation sector

To promote environmental protection activities to foster and raise awareness of 

participation in environmental conservation
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Accordingto the revisedEnvironmentalProtectionLaw of the People'sRepublicof China,which cameinto effect on 1 January2015,

the people'sgovernmentsat various levels should strengthenthe publicity and popularisationof environmentalprotection. The

educationaldepartmentsand schoolsshould incorporateenvironmentalprotectionknowledgeinto the curriculum to raisestudentsô

awarenessof environmentalprotection. Newsmediashouldpubliciseenvironmentalprotectionlawsandregulationsandenvironmental

protectionknowledge,andmonitor theenvironment-relatedillegal acts.
Source: Gov.cn(http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2014-04/25/content_2666434.htm)

Examples of roles and responsibilities in theeducation sector

Examples of environmental education practices in our country

The stateemphasisesthat ecologicaland environmentaleducationis not only part of the

schoolcurriculums, butalsoapartof life andskills to bedeveloped.

Å Parentsare responsiblefor teachingtheir children to care for the environmentand to

conserveenergyandresourcesthroughtheir daily lives.

Å Environmental protection departments, museums, libraries and the film and

entertainmentindustrycanall playauniquerole complementaryto schooleducation.

Å Parents and teachers can encourageand support students to practise ecological

conservationin their daily lives, thereby broadeningtheir horizon and experience,

cultivatingtheunity of their knowledgeandactions.

Source: Ministry of Education (http://www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xwfb/s5148/201903/t20190311_372926.html)

Mainland school studentsparticipating in planting

activities on National Tree Planting Day, which is

celebratedon12Marcheveryyear.

Source: People'sGovernmentof Hainan Province

(https://www.hainan.gov.cn/hainan/5309/202103/37

6ca87804b54d2db59b16a678689197.shtml)

Reference
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Four departments,including the Ministry of Education, are strengtheningcitizens'

awarenessof the ecology and environment,advocatingconservation,greenand low-

carbon consumption,and co-operationbetweeneducation,ecology and environment

departmentsat all levels to strengthenecological conservationamong primary and

secondaryschoolstudents,incorporatingtheprotectionof the ecology,savingresources

and caring for the environmentinto their daily learning life. A ñPlastic-free Back-to-

SchoolSeasonsòshouldbepromotedandschoolsshouldnot forcestudentsto useplastic

bookcovers,especiallythosewith plasticwraps. (Seethenextpagefor the introduction

of thepractice)

Examples of roles and responsibilities in theeducation sector

In line with the ecologicalenvironmentalprotectionwork in the 14th Five-Year Plan

period, the Ministry of Ecology and Environment,Ministry of Education,All -China

Women'sFederationand six other departmentshave jointly formulatedtheñBeautiful

China, I'm a Contributor - Action Plan to Raise Public Awarenessof Ecological

Conservation(2021-2025)òto promotetheparticipationof all sectorsof societythrough

educationandpublicity.

Source: Ministry of Ecology and Environment 

General Office 

https://www.mee.gov.cn/xxgk2018/xxgk/xxgk

03/202102/t20210223_822116.html

Examples of the environmental education practices in our country

Click on the image to read about 

the ñI Take Action for a Beautiful Chinaò Action Plan

Click on the image to read about 

the circular document of the Ministry of Education

Source: Ministry of Education 

http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A26/s7054/201910/t

20191022_404746.html

https://www.mee.gov.cn/xxgk2018/xxgk/xxgk03/202102/t20210223_822116.html
http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A26/s7054/201910/t20191022_404746.html
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The useof plastic caneasily causewhite pollution. Somesubstandardplastic book coverscontainformaldehydeand

benzene,which may causeharmto nervoussystemsandphysicaldevelopment. In this regard,in accordancewith the

national "plastic limit order", schools are working hard to implement the ñPlastic-free Back-to-School Seasonsò

advocatedby theMinistry of Education.

Examples of roles and responsibilities in theeducation sector

Examples of the environmental education practices in our country

At the beginningof the schoolyear, a primary school in the Mainland starteda ñPlastic-free Back-to-SchoolSeasonsò,advocatingstudentsand their

familiesto wrapbookswith kraft paper,old calendars,old posters,etc. This is a greatway to reduceenvironmentalpollution by usingwaste,practisehand-

craftingskills andincreaseparent-child interaction.
Source:

Å Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China 

(http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A26/s7054/201910/t20191022_404746.html)

Å Hunan Daily ( https://m.voc.com.cn/wxhn/article/202202/202202181453323964.html)

Reference
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Examples of Environmental Education in Hong Kong

a) Providing professional development programmes for teachers on

environmentalissues.

b) Providinglearningresourcesfor schools:

ÅñLearningand Teaching Exemplar: Long-term Decarbonisation

strategyòin collaborationwith the EnvironmentBureau1 to promote

enhance the learning and teaching effectiveness of sustainable

development.

ÅDevelopment of education for sustainable development related ñlife 

eventsò exemplars.  For details, please refer to the following website:

(https://www.edb.gov.hk/tc/curriculum-development/4-key-tasks/moral-

civic/L_and_T/ESD/ESD_index.html) 

1
TheEnvironmentBureauis reorganisedastheEnvironmentandEcologyBureauwith effectfrom 1 July2022.

Various departmentsof the HKSAR Governmentare committedto promotingenvironmentaleducation,including the Education

Bureau, through school programmesand activities, as well as in collaborationwith other governmentdepartmentsand green

organisationsto raisetheenvironmentalawarenessof studentsandthegeneralpublic.

Source: Education Bureau 

(https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/teachers/lt_resources_for_ts/202

30612_en.zip)

Learning and Teaching Exemplar: 

Long-term Decarbonisationstrategy

Click on the image for the resources

Source: HKSAR Education Bureau(https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/about-edb/publications-stat/environmental-report/index.html)

Examples of roles and responsibilities in theeducation sector
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Schools committed to promoting 

environmental education

Click on the image to watch the videoSource:

Å news.gov.hk (https://www.news.gov.hk/en/categories/environment/html/2016/12/20161215_123709.shtml)

Å Education Bureau(https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/about-edb/publications-stat/environmental-report/index.html); (https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/about-

edb/publications-stat/environmental-report/Environmental%20Report%202021_TC.pdf)

(c) Enhancing students' environmental awareness

ÅProviding funding support for students to visit Mai Po Nature Reserve.

ÅOrganisingthe Student Environmental Protection Ambassador Schemewith the Environmental 

Protection Departmentand the Environmental Campaign Committee

ÅOrganisingthe School Waste Separation and Recycling Scheme with the Environmental Campaign 

Committee.

Examples of roles and responsibilities in theeducation sector

Examples of Environmental Education in Hong Kong
The Education Bureau organising

environmental education activities

Students participating in 

the Environmental 

Protection Ambassador 

Scheme 

Click on the image to read the Education Bureau 

Environmental Report 2021 to learn more about the Education 

Bureau's areas of work and environmental policies.

Student Environmental Protection 

Ambassador Scheme 

https://www.news.gov.hk/tc/categories/environment/html/2016/12/20161215_123709.shtml
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Theeducationsector,including teachers,students,scholars,staff, parentsandstakeholders,

havejoinedhandsto work togetherfor ñsustainabledevelopmentò.

Source:

Å HKSAR Education Bureau

Å (https://cd1.edb.hkedcity.net/cd/mce/ESD/sugg-3guidelines_c.htm)

Å HKUST (https://hkust.edu.hk/zh-hant/news/community-and-sustainability/hkust-launches-largest-scale-

solar-power-system-hong-kong)

Å Faculty of Science, CUHK

Å (http://www.sci.cuhk.edu.hk/zh-tw/faculty/faces-of-cuhk-science/article/547-20-11-cmyu)

The process of sustainable development for all 

Examples of roles and responsibilities in theeducation sector

Click on the image to watch the video

HKUST and CUHK scholars promoting research to address 

environmental issues

Examples of environmental technology research results from 

tertiary institutionsSchools To work with students,teachers,parents and stakeholdersto set ñsustainable

developmentòtargetsandimplementrelevantpolicies; andto maintainclosecontact

with parentsand stakeholdersto strengthenpartnershipsand provide appropriate

supportto frontline teachersandstaff

Students To learn the knowledge and skills related to sustainabledevelopmentand to

participate in learning activities that promote sustainabledevelopment, thereby

enhancingtheir relatedvaluesandethics.

Teachers To raiseawarenessof sustainabledevelopmentandcontinueto enrichthemselvesby

actively incorporating sustainabledevelopment concepts into their teaching

activities

Parents To work with the schoolto developa sustainabledevelopmenteducationstrategy,

and work with their children to put it into practicein their daily lives and set an

example

Stakeholders (including: community organisations, District Councils, governmentdepartments

andprofessionals)

To build partnershipswith schools to educate the public that ñsustainable

developmentòis a civic responsibilitythatrequirestheparticipationof all

https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/redirect/230327_04.php
http://www.sci.cuhk.edu.hk/zh-tw/faculty/faces-of-cuhk-science/article/547-20-11-cmyu
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Watchthevideoandanswerthequestion:

What is our personalresponsibility in environmental

conservation? Whatinspirationdoesit giveus?

Activity

Hint:

Environmentalconservationdependson the co-operation, co-ordinationand practiceof everyone.

One'sbehaviourhasa significantimpacton environmentalconservation. We areall interconnected

and interdependentwith the environment. We should contribute to the conservationof the

environmentandsocietyby practicinggreenproduction,greenliving andconsumptionpatternsin

ourdaily lives.

Click on the image to watch the video

Roles and Responsibilities of the Individual

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3IkuUXU_Oo
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Everyoneis a memberof societyandanimportantparticipantin promotingenvironmentalconservation.

Environmentalconservationrequiresnot only the efforts of the government,the educationsectorand

enterprises, but also the participation of individuals. It is our responsibility to understandthe

relationshipbetweentheenvironmentandus,suchastheimpactof our living habitson theenvironment

andthe relationshipbetweenthe environmentanddevelopment. To be awareof environmentalissues,

to enhanceour awarenessof participation in environmentalconservation,to actively fulfil our

environmentalresponsibilities,to practisegreenlifestyles,andto join handsin promotinga sustainable

developmentin oursociety,sothatweandournextgenerationcanenjoyabetterqualityof life.

Roles and Responsibilities of the Individual

Do you know what we can do to promote environmental conservation?
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Examples of individual 
responsibilities for the environment

Practising a green and low-carbon lifestyles
Concerning for 

environmental issues

Acquiring environmental 

knowledge, skills and attitudes

Referenced and adapted from the following sources:
Å GovHK (https://www.gov.hk/en/residents/environment/public/?subcat=green)

Green 

consumption

To considerbuyingseasonalandlocal ingredientsto

reduce carbon footprint and choose eco-friendly

productswherepossible.

Saving 

resources

To care for the natureby shorteningof showering

time, using rechargeablebatteries, eating more

vegetablesandlessmeat,andproducelesswaste

Recycling To try usingmorerecyclablethings. For example,to

bring your own bottle and tablewareand donate

unwantedclothingto theneedywherepossible

Green travel To usepublic transportasoftenaspossible

Waste

separation 

and recycling

To developahabitof domesticwasteseparation

To payattentionto environmentalinformation;

To co-operate with the government and advise on

environmentalmeasures;

To participate in or initiate actions in environmental

protection,etc.

To learn about waste separation and

recyclableresources;

To learn about the relationship between

humansandnature;

To learnto plant;

To learnto appreciatebiodiversity,careand

respectfor life, etc.

Roles and Responsibilities of the Individual
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Source: WWF Hong Kong 

( https://www.wwf.org.hk/en/reslib/education/green_cities/)

Activity

¸ Do you practise a green lifestyle shown in the picture in your daily lives?

¸ Suggest what we can do to protect the environment.

Roles and Responsibilities of the Individual



53

Governments,intergovernmentalorganisations, the education sector, enterprises,

NGOs and individuals, regardlessof their scale,shouldtake up the responsibilityof

promotingenvironmentalconservation. They shouldpay attentionto environmental

issues,enhancetheir awarenessof environmentalprotection,taketheinitiative to fulfil

their environmental responsibilities; strengthencommunicationand co-operation,

honourtheir commitments,join handsto promoteenvironmentalconservationactions,

fulfil their international environmentalprotection commitments,foster close co-

operationbetweencountriesand internationalorganisations,actively take up their

internationalenvironmentalobligationsand responsibilities,and achievesustainable

developmentof theglobalenvironment.

Collaboration and Joint Efforts among Different Stakeholders 
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Lai Chi Wo Village is a 300yearold Hakkavillage in ShaTauKok, rich in ecologicalandculturalresources.

The Lai Chi Wo Village revitalisationproject was awardedthe first SpecialRecognitionfor Sustainable

Developmentin the 2020 UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservationand UN-

Habitat's2021AsianTownscapeAwardsin 2021.

Case study

Note: For an introduction to the Lai Chi Wo revitalisationproject, please refer to the presentation of another learning focus of this 

topic: ñRationale of Sustainable Development and Practical Experiences of Environmental Conservation of Our Country, Hong 

Kong and Other Regionsò.

Source:

Å news.gov.hk 

(https://www.news.gov.hk/eng/2021/02/20210

227/20210227_183548_588.html)

Å Commissioner for Heritage's Office

(https://www.heritage.gov.hk/filemanager/herit

age/en/content_46/Heritage_Newsletter_75.pdf)

Å Hong Kong Tourism Board 

(https://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/expl

ore/great-outdoor/wellness/lai-chi-wo.html)

LearningTask: Use the information and videosprovidedon the next page,as well as your own research,

understandhow different stakeholderscanwork togetherto promoteenvironmentalconservationunderthe

sustainablerural revitalisationproject.

Continued on the next page

Collaboration and Joint Efforts among Different Stakeholders 

https://ccsg.hku.hk/ruralsd/en/pages/lai-chi-wo-rural-cultural-landscape-wins-unesco-asia-pacific-awards-for-cultural-heritage-conservation/
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Source: Hong Kong Geopark(https://www.geopark.gov.hk/en/discover/attractions/lai-chi-wo)

Video Source:

Å RTHK Hong Kong Connection on Countryside Conservation 

(https://podcast.rthk.hk/podcast/item.php?pid=244&eid=195473&year=2022&lang=zh-CN)

Å HKU Sustainable Solutions for Hong Kongôs Villages(www.youtube.com/watch?v=9y15kSIuuSY)

ÅEnvironment and Ecology Bureau Countryside Conservation Office: A remote rural ñparadiseò(www.youtube.com/watch?v=iP-4VQ7m4Pc)

History and culture Siu Ying Story RoomLai Chi Wo Story Room

1: Click on the image below to see the information provided by the Hong Kong Geopark website on the following 

aspects of Lai Chi Wo.

2:Click on the image to watch the video to learn more about the Lai Chi Wo revitalisation project.

Collaboration and Joint Efforts among Different Stakeholders 

https://www.geopark.gov.hk/en/discover/attractions/lai-chi-wo
https://www.geopark.gov.hk/en/discover/attractions/lai-chi-wo
https://www.geopark.gov.hk/en/discover/attractions/lai-chi-wo

