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Learning 

objectivesKnowledge

ÅTo understandthe developmentopportunitiesand challengesfacing humanity and the rationale of
sustainabledevelopment

ÅTo learnaboutthe practicalexperiencesof environmentalconservationof our country,Hong Kong and
otherregions

Skills

ÅTo developcritical thinking skills through rational and objective analysisof developmentchallenges
facinghumanity

ÅTo applytherationaleof sustainabledevelopmentandproposestrategiesto addressenvironmentalissues
basedon thepracticalexperiencesof environmentalconservation

Values

ÅTo recognisetheimportanceof environmentalprotectionandsustainabledevelopment

ÅTo show concernabout the environmentalissuesin Hong Kong, our country and the world, and to
appreciatetheinterdependencebetweenhumanbeingsandthenaturalenvironment

ÅTo cultivate a senseof responsibility for environmentalconservationand to actively participatein
environmentalinitiatives
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Sincethe adventof industrialcivilisation, human

has witnessed technological advances, rapid

productivity development, rapid growth in

material wealth as well as significant

improvementsin living conditions.

However,humanis facing seriousproblemssuch

asrapidpopulationgrowth, imbalancedeconomic

development,social inequalityanddamageto the

ecologicalenvironment.

Opportunities and challenges for human development

Poverty

Inequality

Unemployment

Diseases

Violent

conflicts

Terrorism
Resource

depletion

Environmental

degradation

Global

warming

Biodiversity 
loss

······

Challenges for

mankind



4

The global economyis growing rapidly, but the gapbetween

the North and South is widening. So is the wealth disparity

between developed and developing countries. There are

significantimbalancesin globaleconomicdevelopment.

The imbalancesin global economicdevelopmentrefer to

the imbalancedeconomicdevelopmentand power among

different countriesand regions,mainly betweendeveloped

and developingones. As most developedcountriesare in

the northernhemisphereandmostdevelopingcountriesare

in thesouthernhemisphere,suchimbalancesarealsoknown

astheNorth-Southdivide.

Imbalanced economic development
To know more

Country / 

region

Wealth per adult

(Mean in USD)

Wealth per adult

(Median in USD)

Country / 

region

Wealth per adult

(Mean in USD)

Wealth per adult

(Median in USD)

North America 560,846 95,255 Asia-Pacific 64,700 5,218

Europe 180,275 26,385 Latin America 27,717 5,139

World 87,489 8,360 India 15,535 3,457

China 76,639 28,258 Africa 8,419 1,111

Source: Credit Suisse - Global Wealth Databook2022, p.134, Table 4-1 (https://www.credit-suisse.com/media/assets/corporate/docs/about-us/research/publications/global-

wealth-databook-2022.pdf)

Wealth per adult in the world and selected regions and countries, 2021

Opportunities and challenges for human development
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Social inequality

Around theworld, four out of everyfive peoplefacingextreme

poverty live in rural areas. In cities, 5.3% peoplesuffer from

extreme poverty, while this share climbs to 18% for rural

residents.

The World Social Report 2021: Reconsidering Rural

Development, released by the United Nations, presented

findings on how rural developmentcan serve as a powerful

driving force to achievesustainabledevelopment. It calls for

moving rural developmentto thecentreof attention; for ending

the rural-urbandivide andinequalitywithin rural areas; andfor

achievingruraldevelopmentwhile preservingtheenvironment.

Source of video and text: United Nations (https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-village-behind-0)

Click on the image to watch the video

Opportunities and challenges for human development

https://www.un.org/en/desa/leaving-no-village-behind-0
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Humanand natureare interdependent. Mankind has

createdmassivematerialwealthby meansof science

and technology. Yet, it has come at a cost of

intensified exploitation of natural resources and

destructionof ecology. As a result, the balanceof

ecosystemhas been disrupted,leading to problems

such as a sharp decline in resources,ecological

damage,environmentalpollutionandclimatechange.

Ecological damage

ÅEnvironmental problems are caused by natural

changesor humanactivities that lead to a decline in

environmentalquality or ecological imbalance,and

they havea negativeimpacton productionandlife of

mankind.

ÅEnvironmentalproblemscan be divided into primary

and secondary ones. When we talk about

environmental problems, we usually refer to

environmental pollution and ecological damage

caused by human factors, i.e. secondary

environmentalproblems.

To know more

Examples of global environmental problems

Global warming

Desertification

Ozone depletion

Air pollution

Biodiversity loss

Water pollution

Spread of 
acid rain

Marine pollution

Deforestation

Waste pollution

Opportunities and challenges for human development
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Activity

ÅWhat other environmentalproblemsare facing

theworld, apartfrom theonesmentionedabove.

ÅWhat are the impacts of these environmental

problemsonhumanbeings?

Students are free to suggest other environmental

problems such as soil pollution, heat island effect,

noise pollution, light pollution and motor vehicle

pollution.

Studentsmayexplaintherelevantimpactsbasedon the

problems, such as ecological damage,depletion of

resources, environmental pollution, hindering of

economic and social development,and threatening

humanhealth.

Hints:

Sources of videos: The China Current 

Å https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/23488/national-botanical-garden-china (Cantonese only)  

Å https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22567/global-climate-change-glacier-disappearing 

(Cantonese only)

Click on the images to watch the videos

Click on the image to watch the video

Questions:

Opportunities and challenges for human development

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/23488/national-botanical-garden-china
https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22567/global-climate-change-glacier-disappearing
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In June1972, theUnitedNationsconvenedthefirst Conferenceon theHumanEnvironmentin Stockholm,which adopted

theStockholmDeclarationandAction Planfor theHumanEnvironment,markingtheawakeningof globalenvironmental

awareness. TheConferencereleasedtheunofficial report"Only OneEarth"andproposedactions"to protectandimprove

theenvironmentfor presentandfuturegenerations",which wasthefirst time that therelationshipbetweenthepresentand

futuregenerationswastakeninto account,giving shapeto theideaof sustainabledevelopment.

The first UN Conferenceon

the Human Environment was

heldin Stockholmfrom 5 to 16

June 1972. The UN later

designated5 June as World

EnvironmentDay

Important Milestones

Photo credit: Webpage of United Nations https://www.un.org/en/about-us/history-of-the-un/1971-1980

Source: United Nations (https://www.un.org/en/conferences/environment/stockholm1972)

The first UN
Conferenceon the
Human
Environment
examined
environmental
issues from a
globalperspective

1972

The UN World
Commission on
Environment and
Development
releasedthe report
"Our Common
Future"

1987

The UN Conference
on Environment and
Developmentadopted
ñAgenda21ò and
signed a series of
environmental
conventions

1992

The UN Millennium 
Summit adopted the 
Millennium 
Development Goals

2000

TheUN Sustainable
Development
Summit adopted
"Agenda 2030 for
Sustainable
Development"

2015

Formation of Rationale of Sustainable Development
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Silent Spring tells the irreversibledamagecausedto the environmentby the

abuseof DDT pesticides- a constantattemptto control the nature, which has

led to destructionof the ecologyandthe unwitting accumulationof toxins for

ourselvesand even for future generations. Ultimately, mankindmay face a

silentworld withoutbirds,beesor butterflies.

With populationexpansion,technologicaldevelopmentandeconomicgrowth, environmentalproblems

arebecomingincreasinglyserious. Many knowledgeablepeoplehavewarnedaboutthemodelof human

development. The American marine biologist RachelCarsonpointed out in her book Silent Spring

(1962) the disasterof using man-madepesticidesto increaseagriculturalproductionand soundedthe

alarmonenvironmentaldestructionby humanbeingswith moderntechnology.

Pioneers of Rationale of Sustainable Development

Formation of Rationale of Sustainable DevelopmentReference
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The rationaleof sustainabledevelopmenthasbeenmaturing

in mankind'spursuitof solutionsto environmentalproblems

and has becomea worldwide consensus. The report titled

Our CommonFuture, publishedby the World Commission

on Environmentand Developmentin 1987, formulatedthe

conceptof sustainabledevelopmentfor the first time, that is,

"developmentthat meetsthe needsof the presentwithout

compromisingthe ability of future generationsto meettheir

own needs". The report is an important milestone in the

formationof therationaleof sustainabledevelopment. Our Common Future

Source:  United Nations (https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/5987our-common-

future.pdf)

Formation of Rationale of Sustainable Development
Reference
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The concept of sustainable development has been gaining

recognition as the world becomesmore awareof environmental

protection. In June1992, the UN Conferenceon Environmentand

Development(UNCED, also known as the ñEarthSummitò,was

held in Rio deJaneiro,Brazil. It discussedandadoptedAgenda21

(recommendationson education,conservationof naturalresources

and sustainableeconomicdevelopmentwere proposed),the Rio

Declarationandotherdocuments. It alsowitnessedthe signingof

the ñUnited NationsFrameworkConventionon Climate Changeò

and theñConventionon Biological Diversityò,therebypromoting

globalactionto protecttheecological environment.

The UNCED, attended by over 170

countries, was held in Rio de Janeiro,

Brazil.

Practice of Rationale of Sustainable Development

Source: United Nations 

(https://www.un.org/en/conferences/environment/rio1992)

Source : United Nations

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/history-of-the-un/1991-

2000 

Formation of Rationale of Sustainable Development
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ÅIn September2000, the UN Millennium

Summit adopted and signed the ñUnited

NationsMillenniumDeclarationòandsetout

the Millennium Development Goals

(MDGs). The MDGs focus on the

development of developing countries in

terms of environmental sustainability and

economicandsocialdevelopment.

Source: United Nations 

(https://www.un.org/en/conferences/environment/newyork2000)

Activity

What arethe eight MDGs setout

in theUnitedNationsMillennium

Declaration adopted by nearly

190countriesin 2000?

ÅIn 2015, the UN Summit on SustainableDevelopment

adopteda new plan to promoteworld peaceandprosperity

andsustainablehumandevelopment. The new plan,called

ñTransformingOur World: The 2030 Agenda for

SustainableDevelopmentò,included a declaration, 17

sustainabledevelopmentgoalsand169 targets. It alsoset

out the 5Ps (People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and

Partnership), basedon the threeinterlinked dimensionsof

economic growth, social inclusion and environmental

protection. It markeda milestonefor sustainablehuman

development.

ÅIn December2015, theParisAgreementwasadoptedat the

Paris Climate Change Conference to address climate

changein orderto achieveasustainablelow-carbonfuture.

Source: Webpage of United Nations,  

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/

Formation of Rationale of Sustainable Development
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Sustainable 

development

Integration  of 
development and sustainability

Co-ordinated development in economy, 
society and environment

A shared responsibility for the world

Rationale of Sustainable Development

Our CommonFutureexplicitly introducedtheconceptof sustainabledevelopmentfor the

first time, defining it as ñdevelopmentthat meets the needsof the presentwithout

compromisingtheability of futuregenerationsto meettheir ownneedsò. ñTransforming

Our World: The 2030Agendafor SustainableDevelopmentòfurther refinedthe concept

of sustainabledevelopmentby setting out the goals of eradicatingpoverty, combating

climatechange,buildingeconomicgrowthandaddressinga rangeof socialneeds.
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Sustainable development must be people-centred, with shared and equitable

development,ensuring intra-generationaland international equity for the current

generation,as well as inter-generationalequity between the current and future

generations.

Intra -generational 
Equity

The development of
one group of peoplein
a country or region
shouldnot compromise
the development of
others

The development of
one country or region
shouldnot compromise
the development of
others

Development should
meet the needsof the
current generation
without compromising
the ability of future
generations to meet
theirownneeds

International 
Equity

Inter -generational 
Equity

Rationale of Sustainable Development
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The ecologicalfootprint of peoplevariesgreatlyunderdifferent consumptionpatterns. Countriesor regions

with high ecologicalfootprintsoverusetheresourcesof othersandfuturegenerations,resultingin significant

ecologicaldeficits. This reflects inequalitiesin resourceconsumptionand emissions. In other words, the

developmentof onecountryor regioncompromisesthedevelopmentneedsof othercountriesandregionsand

of futuregenerations.

ǐEcological footprint is a measure,in terms of the global hectare(gha), of the amount of resources

consumedby a person,regionor countryof a particularlifestyle, andtheamountof landor waterneeded

to absorbwaste.

ǐ It is usedto assessthesustainabilityof humanactivities. Highervaluesindicatehigherhumandemandon

naturalcapitalandmoresevereecologicalandenvironmentalimpacts.

ǐAn ecologicalsurplusoccurswhentheecologicalcarryingcapacityis largerthantheecologicalfootprint;

otherwiseit resultsin anecologicaldeficit.

Source: "What is an ecological footprint" (Chinese only), Research Centre for Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences

http://www.rcees.ac.cn/kxcb/kpwz/200911/t20091103_2646904.html

Rationale of Sustainable Development

Ecological Footprint
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Currently the global ecological footprint per capita is about 1.7gha. Pleasecompletethe following

activity with referenceto this indicator:

1. Browse footprintnetwork.org and https://www.wwf.org.hk/en/cities/footprint/. Look for the

ecologicalfootprint percapitaof 5 differentcountries/regionsandHongKong. Sharetheinformation

with yourclassmates.

2. Search "Ecological Footprint Calculator" online and calculate your own ecological footprint.

Describewhatyou cando to adopta low-carbonlifestyle in termsof clothing,food, living andtravel

in future.

Activity

1. Studentscananalysethe datain different countriesandcomparetheir ecologicalfootprints,so asto

illustratetheinequityin ecologicalfootprintandtherelatedimpact.

2. Studentswill fill in daily informationonlineto calculatetheir ecologicalfootprints. Explainhow they

plan to reducetheir ecologicalfootprints in terms of clothing, food, living and travel, in order to

contributeto sustainabledevelopment.

Hints for activity

Rationale of Sustainable Development
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Thenaturalenvironmentis thefoundationandconditionfor humansurvivalanddevelopment.

Only throughsustainabilitycanweachievesustainabledevelopmentof humanbeings.

ÅThe reservesof naturalresourcesandthe carryingcapacityof the environmentare limited.

They constitute the limits for economicand social development. But human needsare

infinite. We must do our utmost to reduce/solvethe resourcecrisis and ecological and

environmentalproblemswe face, and to ensurethe sustainabilityof resourcesand the

environment.

ÅIn the processof development,we mustconsidernot only our own developmentneeds,but

also thoseof future generationsin termsof resourcesandthe environment,so as to ensure

thesustainabilityof humandevelopment.

Sustainability as an urgent need for human survival and development

Sustainable development of 
mankind

Depends 
on

Sustainability of natural 
environment

Rationale of Sustainable Development
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The continued exploitation and consumptionof

naturalresourcesby mankindis putting enormous

pressureon the planet. In 2022, mankind would

need 1.75 Earths to keep up with the existing

lifestyle. For somecountries,it would even take

the resourcesof 5.1 Earthsto "break even". The

massiveoverdraft has made the production and

supplyof the planet'sresourcesunsustainable. We

must promote responsible consumption and

productionto addressthe conflict betweenneeds

andlimits.
Source: Earth Overshoot Day 

(https://www.overshootday.org/how-many-earths-or-

countries-do-we-need/)

Rationale of Sustainable DevelopmentReference
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Earth OvershootDay, alsoknownasEcological

Debt Day, is the day of the year that human

demand on the planet exceeds what it can

regeneratefor that year. For the restof the year

beyondthat,humansareusingup theresourcesof

future generationsin order to maintain their

currentlifestyles.

TheEarthwent into ecologicaldeficit for thefirst time on 29 December1970. And sincethenEarthOvershoot

Day hasbeenarriving earlier in an alarmingmanner. In 2019mankindexhaustedits naturalresourcesfor the

year on 26 July. The overshootwas delayeduntil 22 August 2020 due to the COVID-19 epidemicand the

globaleconomicdownturn. But it approachedtheearliestdatein historyagainin 2021.

To know more

Source: Earth Overshoot Day 

https://www.overshootday.org/newsroom/past-earth-overshoot-days/

Think aboutit: How canwe postponethearrival

of EarthOvershootDay?

Rationale of Sustainable DevelopmentReference
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Å Sustainabledevelopmentemphasisesthe balanceamongthe three

elementsof economicgrowth, social inclusion and environmental

protection. Theseelementsareinterconnectedandareall crucial for

thewell-beingof individualsandsocieties.

Å To achievesustainabledevelopment,it is necessaryto shift from a

developmentmodelthatsimply pursuesthequantityof development

andthe interestsof thepresentgenerationto onethat focuseson the

quality of developmentandthewell-beingof futuregenerations. It is

also imperative to align immediate with long-term interests of

mankind to promote harmonious development of population,

economy,society,resourcesandthe environment. Only in that way

canwe fully realisethe goalsof ecologicalconservation,economic

developmentandsocialprogress.

Promoting co-ordination in the economic, social and environmental development

Source:  Environment and Ecology 

Bureau

https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/misc/ehk12

/tc/ch13b.html

Rationale of Sustainable Development
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Economic
Sustainability

ÅEconomicgrowththatdoesnotdegradethequalityof theenvironmentanddoes

notdestroythenaturalenvironmentof theplanet

ÅEquity in wealthandsharedgrowthacrosscountries,regionsandpeople

Social
Sustainability

ÅHarmoniouscoexistenceof humanityandnaturethroughsustainablemodesof

productionandconsumption

ÅEradicatingpoverty and hunger,promotingholistic developmentof all people,

andachievingsocialinclusion

Ecological
Sustainability

ÅMaintaining or improving the Earth'slife supportsystems,and ensuringthe

integrityof ecosystemsandbiodiversity

Rationale of Sustainable Development
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Sustainabledevelopment must construct a virtuous cycle among the

economy,societyandtheenvironment.

Social inclusion

Economic growth
Sound ecology

Sustainable

development

Supplying resources and 
decomposing pollutants

Providing funds and equipment 
for governance

Rationale of Sustainable Development



23

Saihanba, HebeiProvince,is locatedon the southeasternedgeof the Inner Mongolia

Plateau. It wasoncea huntingfield for emperors. Beforethe 1960s, the high-altitude

areawasseverelycold, with strongwind andlittle rain. Thosefactors,togetherwith

desertification,resultedin a harshenvironmentandextremelydifficult lives. How was

the local developmentbalancethe economic, social and environmentalaspectsto

overcomethosedifficulties?
Click on the image to 

watch the video

Sources:  

Å People's Daily Online  (http://politics.people.com.cn/BIG5/n1/2022/0406/c1001-32392052.html, Chinese only)

Å The China Current (https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20443/saihanba-national-forest-park, Cantonese only)

Rationale of Sustainable Development

Through long-term efforts, the peopleof Saihanbahave developedgreenindustries,transformingthe wildernessinto

forests. Gettingrid of poverty,theyhavealsocreatedhugebenefitseconomically, ecologicallyandenvironmentally. They

havemanagedto provide abundantresourcesand a good environmentfor currentand future generations. To promote

sustainabledevelopment,they haveachievedecologicalrestoration,economicgrowth andsocialdevelopment. In 2017,

Saihanbawasawardedthe "Championsof the Earth"award,theUN's highestenvironmentalhonour. In 2021, it won the

"Land for Life Award", theUnitedNations'highesthonourin desertificationcontrol. It hasbecomea role modelin China

for globalenvironmentalgovernance.

Answer key

Reference

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20443/saihanba-national-forest-park
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Sustainabledevelopmentis a future-orientedandglobaldevelopmentmodel. TheUnitedNationscalls

on all countriesto enhanceprosperitywhile promotingequityandprotectingtheplanet. Countriesand

regions, both developedand underdeveloped,must work together to eradicatepoverty, reduce

inequality and combat climate change. They must promote coordinated economic, social and

environmentaldevelopmentto achievetheUN sustainabledevelopmentgoals.

Promoting international partnership

To copewith commonchallenges,countriesaroundthe world haveagreedthat peace,developmentand

environmentalprotectionare interdependentand indivisible. It is imperativeto strengtheninternational

cooperationin thefield of environmentanddevelopment,andto pursueefforts in establishinga newand

equitableglobal partnership. Under the leadershipof the United Nations,a seriesof agreementshave

beenreachedanda numberof actionshavebeentakento promotesustainabledevelopment.

Rationale of Sustainable Development
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In responseto climate change,178 parties from around the world

signedthe ParisAgreementat the UN ClimateChangeConferencein

Paris,with an aim to control the rise in global temperaturesthrough

their nationallydeterminedcontributionsandjoint efforts. The goal is

to limit the increasein the global averagetemperatureto well below

2°C above pre-industrial levels and to purse efforts to limit the

temperatureincreaseto within 1.5°C.

History of the Paris Agreement

1992

UN Conference on Environment

and Developmentheld in Rio de

Janeiro,with 154countriessigning

the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change

(UNFCCC)

The Kyoto Protocol adopted 

by parties to the UNFCCC 

in Kyoto, Japan

The Paris Agreementadopted

by partiesto the UNFCCC at

the UN Climate Change

Conferencein Paris,creatinga

legally binding international

agreement

The UN Climate Change

Conference in Katowice,

with adoption of rules and

guidelinesfor implementing

theParisAgreement

1997 2015 2018

Source of video: Hong Kong Observatory 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9XSkbQlHKU

, Cantonese only)

Click on the image to watch the video

Rationale of Sustainable Development

The Paris Agreement

https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/redirect/230327_01.php
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The United Nations is actively coordinating the responsibilitiesof different countries for sustainable

development. Accordingto the United NationsFrameworkConventionon ClimateChange(UNFCCC), the

Partiesshouldprotecttheclimatesystemfor thebenefitof presentandfuturegenerationsof humankind,on the

basis of equity and in accordancewith their common but differentiated responsibilitiesand respective

capabilities. Accordingly, developedcountriesshould take the lead in combatingclimate changeand the

adverseeffectsthereof. They shouldalsoprovidefinancial andtechnicalsupportto developingcountriesto

mitigateor adaptto climatechange.

Common but differentiated responsibilities among countries

Why are developed countries primarily responsible?

The remainingcarbondioxide in the atmospheremostly stemfrom the industrialisationprocessof western

countries. The largestpart of global greenhousegasemissionsalsocomesfrom developedcountries,whose

per capita emissionsare much higher than thoseof developingones. And most high-carbon emission

productsproducedby developingcountriesaresoldto developedcountries.

Rationale of Sustainable Development

Source: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, https://treaties.un.org/doc/treaties/1994/03/19940321%2004-56%20am/ch_xxvii_07p.pdf

Reference
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ÅThe SustainableDevelopmentGoalsare a universalcall for

action to improve the lives and prospectsof everyone,

everywhere. The 17 Goals,as part of the 2030 Agendafor

SustainableDevelopment,set out a 15-year plan to achieve

the Goals. In 2020, the United Nationsushereda decadeof

ambitious action to deliver the SustainableDevelopment

Goalsby 2030.

ÅIn September2019, the UN Secretary-Generalcalled on all

sectorsof societyto mobilisefor a decadeof actionon global,

local and people levels to achieve the 17 Goals as the

blueprintfor abetterandmoresustainablefuturefor all.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Source:  United Nations (https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/decade-of-

action/)
Click on the image to watch the video

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/decade-of-action/
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To achieve the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, in September 2019, the UN Secretary-

General called on all sectors of society to mobilise for a decade of action at three levels: 

Global action to secure 

greater leadership, more 

resources and smarter 

solutions for the 

Sustainable 

Development Goals;

Local action 

embedding the 

needed transitions in 

the policies, budgets, 

institutions and 

regulatory 

frameworks of 

governments, cities 

and local authorities;

People action, including 

by youth, civil society, 

the media, the private 

sector, unions, academia 

and other stakeholders, 

to generate an 

unstoppable movement 

pushing for the required 

transformations.

Global level Government level Individual level

Sources: United Nations

Å https://hlpf.un.org/

Å https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/decade-of-action/

Click on the image 

to watch the video

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/redirect/230327_02.php
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Learn about the UN's 17 SustainableDevelopmentGoals for 2030 and their detailed

descriptionsthroughthefollowing webpageandvideo.

Activity

Sources: United Nations

Åhttps://www.unhcr.org/hk/en/what-we-do/2030-agenda-for-sustainable-development

Åhttps://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

Formation of Rationale of Sustainable Development

Click on the image to watch the video

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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China has been actively engagedin environmentalconservation,with a lot of

successfulexperiences. In 1994, Chinareleased"China'sAgenda21: White Paper

on China's Population, Environment and Development in the 21st Century",

becomingthefirst countryin theworld to producea nationalactionplan,settingout

four key strategicobjectivesfor its sustainabledevelopment:

ÅMaintaining rapid economicgrowth, while continuouslyimproving the quality

of developmentby meansof technologicaladvancesand better workforce

quality;

ÅPromoting comprehensivesocial developmentand progress,and building a

socialfoundationfor sustainabledevelopment;

ÅControllingenvironmentalpollution, improvingtheecologicalenvironment,and

protectingtheresourcebasisfor sustainableuse;

ÅGradually establishingpolicy and legal systemsfor the country'ssustainable

development,aswell asa comprehensivemechanismfor decision-makingand

coordinationin thatregard.

Sources: 

Å China Climate Change Info-Net (https://www.ccchina.org.cn/Detail.aspx?newsId=27870&TId=59, 

Chinese only)

Å The China Current (https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/23219/10-green-gains-for-china)

Practical Experiences of Our Country 
in Environmental Conservation

Watch the video to learnabout

China's top 10 environmental

achievementsin 2021, as well

as our country'senvironmental

effortsin multipleaspects.

Click on the image to watch the video

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/23219/10-green-gains-for-china
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China has adoptedlong-term planning,overall designand regional co-ordination for ecologicalenvironment.

Besides,it improvespoliciesandmeasures,raisesfundsandutilisesnewenergy-savingtechnologiesto keepskies

blue,watersclearandland pollution-free. A largenumberof major ecologicalprojectshavebeenestablishedin

China,graduallyrealisingtheharmoniousdevelopmentof theeconomy,societyandecologicalenvironment.

Through the co-ordination of laws, policies, planning, educationand publicity, China is mobilising different

stakeholdersto participatein ecologicalconstructionand climate changemitigation, for the sakeof sustainable

development.

Government's 
environmental 
responsibilities 

(examples)

Planning 
and design

Economic 
input

Regulation 
by law

Incentives 
and 

penalties

Encouraging 
public 

participation

Public 
services 

and 
education

Promoting 
cooperation 

and 
research

Practical Experiences of Our Country 
in Environmental Conservation

Extended reference: Guiding Opinions of the State Council on Accelerating the Establishment of 

a Sound Economic System with Green, Low-carbon and Circular Development 

(http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2021-02/22/content_5588274.htm, Chinese only)
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Chinaattachesgreatimportanceto environmentallegislationandhasestablisheda stringentlegal system

for environmentalconservationat threelevels: laws,administrativeregulationsanddepartmentalrules.

Improving the environment and ecosystem through 
legislative and administrative means

Laws

The Environmental Protection

Law, WaterPollutionPrevention

and Control Law, Air Pollution

Prevention and Control Law,

Yangtze River Protection Law

andmanyotherlaws.

Nature Reserve Regulations,

Regulationson National Census

of Pollution Sources,Regulation

on Implementation of

Environmental Protection Tax

Law andmanyotherregulations.

Regulations by relevant

environmental authorities on

the managementof pollutant

discharge permits, pollution

prevention and control of

agricultural land,

environmentalmanagementof

constructionsites,etc.

Administrative 

regulations

Departmental 

rules

Practical Experiences of Our Country 
in Environmental Conservation

Other countries/ regionsaroundthe world also havesimilar legislation to protect the environment.

Findoutmoreaboutsomeexamplesof relevantlegislationin othercountries/regions.
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Legislation: Yangtze River Protection Law

ÅThe Yangtze River Protection Law of the People's

Republic of China was adoptedat a meeting of the

StandingCommitteeof the NationalPeople'sCongress

in 2020, with an aim to strengthenecological and

environmentalprotectionandrestorationof theYangtze

RiverBasin.

ÅOn 2 March 2021, a ship was given an administrative

penaltyfor failing to complywith theabovelegislation.

It wasthe first fine issuedby Nanjing Maritime Safety

Administrationof JiangsuProvince( )

for violationof theYangtzeRiverProtectionLaw.

Sources: 

Å Yangtze River Protection Law, Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the PRC, https://english.mee.gov.cn/Resources/laws/environmental_laws/202104/t20210407_827604.shtml

Å Notice by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the People's Republic of China on Voluntary Fishing Moratorium on theHigh Seas in 2021, 

http://www.yyj.moa.gov.cn/gzdt/202107/t20210701_6370834.htm (Chinese only)

Å Our Hong Kong Foundation, https://www.ourhkfoundation.org.hk/en/event/90/our-hong-kong-foundation/china-today-ep38-china-fishing-moratorium

Administrative Regulations: Notice by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs on 

Voluntary Fishing Moratorium on the High Seas 
in 22021( 2021

)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation

Click on the image to watch the video

Government-led environmental planning and 
implementation of environmental conservation

Reference

https://www.ourhkfoundation.org.hk/en/event/90/our-hong-kong-foundation/china-today-ep38-china-fishing-moratorium
https://www.ourhkfoundation.org.hk/en/event/90/our-hong-kong-foundation/china-today-ep38-china-fishing-moratorium
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Major projects for protection and restoration of important ecosystems

Master Plan on Major Projects for the Conservation 
and Restoration of National Key Ecosystems 

(2021-2035), June 2020 

Five major natural ecosystems

Forests, grasslands, deserts

Rivers, lakes, wetlands, oceans

Ecological areas

Development of Yangtze River 

Economic Belt, ecological protection 

of Yellow River Basin, etc.

Major projects for conservation and 
restoration of  key ecosystems

1 The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau Eco-zone

2 The Yellow River Eco-zone (including the Loess 
Plateau Ecological Barrier)

3 The Yangtze River Eco-zone (including the Sichuan-
Yunnan Ecological Barrier)

4 The NortheasternForest Belt

5 The Northern Sand Control Belt

6 Hilly and mountainous areas in the South

7 Coastal zones

8 Nature reserve construction and wildlife protection

9 Support systems for ecological protection and 
restoration

Chinahasundertakensystematicconservationplanningfor naturalecosystemsandecologicalsupportareas.

Long-term planning

Major projects for conservation and 

restoration of key ecosystems

Reference: National Development and Reform Commission, Ministry of Natural Resources 

Practical Experiences of Our Country 
in Environmental Conservation
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In June 2018, China 
implemented the " Three-

Year Action Plan for 
Winning the Blue Sky 

Defense Battle".

Controlling the use of 
coal

Improving regulations and 
standards and the 

environmental monitoring 
network

Phasing out outdated 
production capacity

Establishing a discharge 
permit system for 

enterprises

Fostering energy-saving 
and green industries

Strictly enforcing 
environmental laws

After threeyearsof efforts,air quality
was improved acrossthe country in
2021. The ratio of days with
ñexcellentòair quality in cities at and
aboveprefecturelevel was 87%. And
theaverageconcentrationof PM2.5 in
cities underpar went down by 28.8%
from the2015level.

Protecting the 
blue sky

The ChineseGovernmenthasimplementedaction plansto preventand control air, water and soil pollution.

Besides,it hasestablishednaturereservesandlaunchedmajorprojectsto protectandrestoreecosystems.

Promoting environmental and ecological protection and restoration

Reference: State Council (http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2018-

07/03/content_5303158.htm, Chinese only)

The numberof heavily polluted days in major cities in China has been

decreasedin recentyearsundertheGovernment'spoliciesandrectifications

efforts in environmentaland ecological conservation(such as industrial

upgrading).
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Beijing
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Under the River and Lake Chief System,major leadersof the CommunistParty of China committeesand different

administrativelevelsorganiseand leadefforts to manageandprotectthe correspondingrivers and lakes. A mechanism,

with clear responsibility,good co-ordinationand strict monitoring, is establishedfor the managementand protectionof

riversandlakes,soasto guaranteewaterquality,ecologicalfunctionsandsustainableuse.

To know more

Protecting 
water quality

Implementation of the River 
and Lake Chief System

Protection of water sources

Comprehensive treatment 
of pollution in the Bohai 
Sea

Protection and 
restoration of Yangtze 
River

Treatment of black and smelly 
water bodies in cities

Control of agricultural and rural 
pollution

01

02

03

04

05

06

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation

Sources: 

Å Chinese Government Website (http://www.gov.cn/gongbao/content/2017/content_5156731.htm, Chinese only)

Å People's Daily Online  (http://finance.people.com.cn/BIG5/n1/2021/1223/c1004-32315220.html, Chinese only)

Å The China Current (https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20355/river-protection, Cantonese only)

Examples

Click on the image to watch the video

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20355/river-protection
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By the end of 2020, up to 98.2% of the 2,900 black and smelly

waterbodiesin cities at the prefecturelevel andabovehadbeen

eliminated. The water quality of all seagoingrivers of Inferior

CategoryV in the YangtzeRiver basinand along the Bohai Sea

had improved. All water bodiesalong the main streamof the

Yangtze River had meet the Category II standards. The

proportionof surfacewatersectionswith excellentquality across

the country increased to 83.4%, up 15.6 percentagepoints

comparedto 2016. The quality of drinking water for the public

hadimproved.

According to the national environmentalquality standardsfor

surfacewater,CategoriesI, II andIII areidentifiedfor waterwhich

can be usedfor domesticconsumptionafter treatment. Water of

CategoryIV or belowis inferior andnotpotable.
Sources: 

ÅMinistry of Ecology and Environment of the PRC, 

(https://www.mee.gov.cn/ywgz/fgbz/bz/bzwb/shjbh/shjzlbz/200206/t20020601_66497.htm, Chinese only)

ÅThe China Current (https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22749/solve-discharging-sewage-into-rivers, Cantonese only)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation

The Shenzhen Municipal Government

startedto restorelarge rivers at sourcein

2016 and brought water quality back to a

satisfactory level by 2019. Watch the

following videofor details.

Click on the image to watch the video

To know more

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22749/solve-discharging-sewage-into-rivers
https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22749/solve-discharging-sewage-into-rivers
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ÅChina has adopteda policy focusedon prevention,protectionand proper risk management,so as to

strictly control new pollution andgraduallyreducesoil pollution. Efforts arealsomadeto improve the

productivity,qualityandbiodiversityof agriculturalland.

ÅBy 2020, Chinahadachievedthegoalof reducing10% in emissionsof heavymetalpollutantsfrom key

industries. Around 90% of contaminatedfarmland acrossthe country could be utilised safely after

treatment,andtheproportionexceeded93% for contaminatedplots.

Jiangxi Provinceôs high-standard farmland produces high 

yields and food-safe grains in Jiangxi Province

Protecting 
clean soil

Sources:
Å Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of the PRC (http://www.moa.gov.cn/ztzl/gdzlbhyjs/jscg/202108/t20210803_6373397.htm,Chinese only)

Å National People's Congress (http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/c30834/202104/3686107825e44b5d9d735ee05a580837.shtml, Chinese only)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation
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Setting up national parks,

including Sanjiangyuan,

Qilianshan, Giant Panda,

WuyishanandShennongjia

More than 11,800 natural

protected areas of different

types at all levels, with a total

areaof more than 1,728,000 sq

km.

Strengtheningsupervisionof natural

protectedareasand building pilot

projects for ecological protection

andrestoration

Natural protectedareasare divided into three types basedon

ecologicalvalueandprotectionsensitivity:

ÅNational parks: Areasthat protectChinaôsuniqueecosystems

to achievescientific conservationand rational utilisation of

naturalresources.

ÅNatureReserves: Areaswith particularecosystems. naturaland

concentrateddistributions of rare or precious endangered

wildlife species,andnaturalrelicsof specialsignificance.

ÅNatureparks: Areasthat protectimportantecosystems, natural

relicsandnaturallandscapesof ecological, sightseeing,cultural

andscientificvaluesthatcanbeusedsustainably.

Establishmentof protected areas system with

nationalparksasits mainstay

Sources:
Å CCTV, http://www.gov.cn/fuwu/2021-10/12/content_5642183.htm (Chinese only)

Å National Forestry and Grassland Administration, National Park Administration,  https://www.forestry.gov.cn/main/5981/20210216/063533609649236.html 

(Chinese only)

Å Xinhua News Agency, http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2019-06/26/content_5403497.htm (Chinese only)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation
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Chinacontinuesto launchecologicalprojectssuchastheThree-North (i.e., NortheastChina,North China

andNorthwestChina)ShelterbeltForestProgram,conservationof naturalforests,aswell asprogrammes

returningmarginal farmlandto forestsand returninggrazing lands to grasslands,so as to increasethe

greenerycoverageratioof forestsandto slowdowntheeffectsof desertificationandclimatechange.

Since1981, more than100 million hectaresof forestshavebeenplantedannuallyunderthe nationwide

voluntary tree-planting campaign. The amountof forest resourcesin Chinahasincreasedfrom about9

billion cubicmetresto about17.5 billion cubicmetres,maintaininggrowth for 30 consecutiveyears. The

increasein forestresourcesin Chinais thelargestamongall countriesin theworld.

Nationalgreeningcampaigns

Sources:

Å People's Daily Online  

(http://politics.people.com.cn/BIG5/n1/2019/1210/c1001-

31497864.html, Chinese only)

Å The China Current 

(https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20428/green-china-green-earth, 

Cantonese only)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation

Click on the image to watch the video

Afforestation

Sincethe nationwidevoluntary tree planting campaign

was launched in 1981, 16.43 billion people has

participatedin voluntarytreeplantingacrossthecountry,

and72.2 billion peoplehasparticipatedin voluntarytree

planting

Changes in forest area in previous 

national forest resource surveys

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22749/solve-discharging-sewage-into-rivers
https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20428/green-china-green-earth
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ÅThe desertsin Northwest,North andNortheastChinacovera total areaof

1.49 million sq km (about1,347 timesthe sizeof Hong Kong). Drought,

sandstormand soil erosion have causedecological disastersthat have

severely limited the economicand social developmentof the northern

regions.

Å In 1979, China decidedto launchthe Three-North (i.e., NortheastChina,

North ChinaandNorthwestChina)ShelterbeltForestProgram,which will

last for more than 70 years from 1979 to 2050, spanning13 provincial

regionsfrom Xinjiang to Heilongjiangin northernChina,andcoveringan

estimatedareaof 4.069million sqkm.

ÅBy 2020, over30 million hectaresof forestshadbeenplantedand336,000

sqkm of desertifiedlandhavebeentreated,raisingtheforestcoverageratio

in the programmeregions from 5.05% to 13.57%. It has becomethe

world's "largest afforestation project" and internationally known as

"China'sGreatGreenWall".

Source: People's Daily Online (http://qh.people.com.cn/n2/2022/0311/c181467-

35169246.html, Chinese only)

Reference
Practical Experiences of Our Country

in Environmental Conservation
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Chinaadoptsvariousstrategies,suchasincreasingfinancial investment,collectingenvironmentalandresource

taxes,public education,and carbontrading, to build and improve environmentalinfrastructure(e.g. building

clean energyfacilities and greenindustrial parks), recycle resources,and promoteinnovation, researchand

development,soasto protecttheenvironmentandcompensatefor damageto ecosystems.

Applying variousstrategies

Sources:

ÅCircular of the State Council on Action Plan for Carbon Dioxide Peaking Before 2030 

(http://english.www.gov.cn/policies/latestreleases/202110/27/content_WS6178a47ec6d0df57f98e3dfb.html)

ÅNational Development and Reform Commission (https://www.ndrc.gov.cn/xxgk/jd/zctj/202110/t20211026_1301254.html, Chinese only)

Action Plan for Carbon Dioxide Peaking Before 2030

By 2030, China'sshareof non-fossil energyconsumptionis expectedto reacharound25%, andcarbonintensity

will havedroppedby 65% comparedwith the2005level, thusachievingcarbondioxidepeakingbefore2030.

Governmentsat all levels are investinglarge amountsof moneyand subsidiesto developrenewableenergy,

new power systems,constructionand transportationto promote environmentalprotection. They are also

encouraginglow-carboninitiatives nationwideto educateandpromotegreenandlow-carbonlifestyles. Efforts

are also madeto promoterecycling of usedmaterials. Besides,China encouragesinnovationand researchin

energy-efficient transportation,eco-friendly farming tools and other carbon-reductiontechnologies,so as to

developa greenandcirculareconomy.

Reference

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation
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Funding and subsidies: Increased investment in environmental conservation and 

local environmental protection funding (examples)

From 1999 to 2019, Chinahad investeda cumulativeRMB517.4 billion to returnaround515 million
hectaresof marginalfarmlandto forestsandgrazinglandsto grasslands,which accountedfor morethan
4% of thenewgreeningareain theworld in thesameperiod.

From 2016 to 2019, the country's fiscal expenditureon energy conservationand environmental
protectionwasRMB 2.4 trillion .

From2018to 2020, RMB18 billion wasallocatedfrom thestatebudgetto financetheestablishmentof a

compensationsystemfor ecologicalconservationin theYangtzeRiver EconomicBelt.

In 2020, the National GreenDevelopmentFund was establishedto improve diversified channelsfor
investmentin ecologicalandenvironmentalprotection. RMB88.5 billion wasraisedfor theinitial phase
of theFund.

Sources: 

Å Xinhuanet (http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/2020-06/30/c_1126176757.htm, Chinese only) 

Å People's Daily Online  (http://finance.people.com.cn/BIG5/n1/2020/1230/c1004-31983560.html, Chinese only)

Å Chinese Government Website (http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2018-02/02/content_5263332.htm, Chinese only)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation
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Examples:

ÅThedischargefor pollutantswasintroducedon 1 July 2003basedon

the"polluterpays"principle.

ÅOn 1 January2018, the EnvironmentalProtectionTax Law of the

People's Republic of China came into force, introducing a

comprehensiveenvironmentalprotection tax and establishingan

incentive mechanismto reduceemissions. Polluterswith greater

emissionsandhigh risks shouldpay more,andvice versa. Besides,

corporateincometax is reducedfor thoseengagedin energysaving

andenvironmentalprotection,andsubsidiesareprovidedfor certain

environmentalprotectionindustriesandscientificresearch.

Taxes and subsidies on environmental

protection and resources

Source: Ministry of Ecology and Environment of the PRC, 

(https://www.mee.gov.cn/ywgz/fgbz/fl/201811/t20181114_673632.shtml, Chinese only)

Eco-compensation mechanism

It is an environmentalpolicy with an

economic incentive, based on the

principles of ñpolluterpaysò,

ñbeneficiarypaysòand ñdamager

pays". It focuses on protecting

regional ecology and preventing

environmentalpollution.

Extended reference: 

ÅState Council 

(http://www.gov.cn/gongbao/content/2016/content_507

6965.htm?gs_ws=tsina_636191458704204535, Chinese 

only)

ÅPeople's Daily Online  

(http://cpc.people.com.cn/BIG5/n1/2021/0913/c64387-

32224864.html, Chinese only)

To know more

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation
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Cities, such as Beijing, Shanghaiand Shenzhen,have amendedlaw or legislatedon

domestic waste managementto strengthen separation in all procedures, strict

enforcement and monitoring through supervision and guidance. In 2019, the

ñRegulationsof ShanghaiMunicipality on Municipal Solid WasteManagementòcame

into force,bringingwasteseparationinto therule of law in thecity.

Sustainable waste management

Sources:

The China Current 

(https://chinacurrent.com/story/19194/will-

shanghai-solve-the-global-waste-wars); 

(https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20309/ 

shanghai-waste-recycling, Cantonese only)

Watch the videos for an
introduction to waste
separationin Shanghai.

In 2021, the NDRC* issued the "Administrative Measuresfor the Special Managementof

Investmentin the CentralBudgetfor Pollution Control,EnergySaving,andCarbonReduction"to

strengthenandregulatepollution control,energysavingandcarbonreduction,andto improvethe

effectivenessof the use of central funds, with a focus on supporting the construction of

environmentalinfrastructuresuchassewageandwastetreatment,aswell asenergysaving,carbon

reduction, efficient use and pollution control. Measuresare also in place to support the

developmentof circular economy across the country, such as the harmless treatment and

resourcefuluseof typical urbanwaste,including scrappedcars,electronicwaste,usedbatteries,

usedtyresandplasticwaste,aswell asbiodegradableplasticitems.

*National Development and Reform Commission 

of the PRC Please refer to the following sources for the above policies and 

legislation: 
Å http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2019-06/24/content_5402650.htm (Chinese only)

Å http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/zhengceku/2021-05/19/content_5608645.htm 

(Chinese only)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20354/waste-recycling-shanghai
https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/20309/shanghai-waste-recycling
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Low-carbon transport systems

Transportemissionsaccountfor about10% of Chinaóstotal carbonemissions. Accordingto the

Action Plan for Carbon Dioxide PeakingBefore2030 issuedby the StateCouncil, China will

acceleratethedevelopmentof greenandlow-carbonmodesof transportation,continueto promote

the constructionof green transport infrastructure,and continuously optimise and adjust the

transportstructure. Accordingly, China has achievedpositive outcomesin energysaving and

emissionreduction.

Case: In 2017, the world's first "ART" (AutonomousRail RapidTransit) train, a new
transportmeanswith pureelectricdrive andzeropollution emissions,startedoperation
in Zhuzhou,HunanProvince. Later it is seenin Yongxiu, JiangxiProvinceandYibin,
SichuanProvince,amongotherplaces.

Line matching and test ride of the first ART system in Zhuzhou, Hunan Province

Sources
ÅChinese Government Website 

(http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2022-

01/14/content_5668085.htm, Chinese only); 

(http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2017-

10/24/content_5233971.htm#allContent, 

Chinese only)

ÅThe China Current 

(https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22731/auto

nomous-rail-rapid-transit, Cantonese only)

Watch the video for the
achievementof theART Train
in 2021.

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation

https://chinacurrent.com/hk/story/22731/autonomous-rail-rapid-transit
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Co-operation with 
international 
organisations such as the 
UN on environmental 
conservation

Collaboration with
developed countries on
environmentaltechnologies
andprojects

Sharingof experiencewith
developing countries on
environmental
conservation

Collaboration with 
neighbouring countries to 
solve common environmental 
problems

Contributing to the 
Global Environment 
Facility

03

04
05

01 02

By 2019, China had ratified more than 30 multilateral treatiesor agreements

relatedto theecologicalenvironment,with extensiveexchangeson environmental

conservationwith morethan100 countries. At the sametime, Chinais actively

expandingits co-operationwith internationalorganisationssuch as the United

NationsandtheWorld Bank,aswell aswith developedanddevelopingcountries.

Strengthening international co-operation 
on environmental conservation

Reference: People's Daily Online (http://cpc.people.com.cn/19th/BIG5/n1/2017/1024/c414305-

29605595.html, Chinese only)

Referto theMFA webpage

for information on treaties

or agreementssigned by

China on ecological

conservation:

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the PRC 

(https://www.mfa.gov.cn/web/ziliao_674904/tytj_

674911/tyfg_674913/, Chinese only)

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation
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Strengthening co-operation with international 
organisations such as the UN on environmental 

conservation

Prevention and 
control of 

desertification
Biodiversity 
conservation

Ozone layer 
protection

Clean 
production

Circular 
economy

Environmental
education and
training

Flood prevention
and control in
upperand middle
reaches of
YangtzeRiver

Regional Seas 
Programme

The Global Plan of Action
(GPA) for the Protectionof
the Marine Environment
from Land-BasedActivities

Our country hasestablishedco-operationwith internationalorganisations,suchas the UN Development

Programme,the World Bank and the Asian DevelopmentBank, for joint efforts on environmental

conservation.

Co-operation with international organisationssuch as

the UN on environmental conservation

Reference
Practical Experiences of Our Country

in Environmental Conservation
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ÅAs the largestdevelopingcountryanda party to theParisAgreement*,Chinanot

only hasmet its emissionreductiontargets,but hasalso takenon the role of a

responsiblepower in the internationalarena. China is committedto the "3060

Dual CarbonTargets",i.e. peakingcarbondioxide emissionsbefore 2030 and

achievingcarbonneutralityby 2060.

Å In 2017, it met theParisAgreementcommitmentsto reducecarbonintensityand

increaseforeststockvolumeby 2020. In the sameyear, it signedan Economic

and TechnicalCooperationAgreementwith the UN EnvironmentProgrammeto

provideUS$2 million to relevantcountriesto promotetheGreenDevelopmentof

the Belt andRoad.
References:

ÅState Council, 

http://english.www.gov.cn/archive/whitepaper/202110/27/cont

ent_WS617916abc6d0df57f98e3f3b.html

ÅNational Development and Reform Commission of the PRC, 

https://www.ndrc.gov.cn/wsdwhfz/202111/t20211111_130369

1.html?code=&state=123 (Chinese only)

ÅUnited Nations Climate Change, https://unfccc.int/ 

ÅThe Paris Agreement and Hong Kong,  

https://www.climateready.gov.hk/files/report/en/1.pdf

ÅThe China Current - 2060 "Carbon Neutral" 

(https://chinacurrent.com/story/20548/2060-carbon-neutral, 

Cantonese only; https://chinacurrent.com/story/20680 /what-is-

carbon-neutrality, Cantonese only)

Click below to watch videos on "carbon peaking" and "carbon

neutrality"aswell asourcountry'sproposedtargets

Click on the picture below
to learn more about the
ParisAgreementandHong
Kong, as well as China's
voluntary national
contributions

*Effective November 2016

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation

https://chinacurrent.com/story/20548/2060-carbon-neutral
https://chinacurrent.com/story/20548/2060-carbon-neutral
https://chinacurrent.com/story/20548/2060-carbon-neutral
https://www.climateready.gov.hk/files/report/en/1.pdf
https://chinacurrent.com/story/20548/2060-carbon-neutral
https://chinacurrent.com/story/20680/what-is-carbon-neutrality
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Providing funds to assist developing countries

Apart from working with developedcountriesto promote environmental

conservation,China hasbeeninvesting in helping developingcountriesto

sustainablyimprove their environment,in order to reduce the negative

economicandsocialimpactsof environmentaldegradation. For example,in

2015, China set up the South-South Co-operation Assistance Fund,

providing an initial US$2 billion to support developing countries in

implementingtheirdevelopmentagenda.

Co-operation with neighbouring countries on 
environmental conservation

China has collaboratedwith neighbouring countries on various fronts,
including water resources,combating climate change and low-carbon
development. For example, the Lancang-Mekong Environmental
CooperationCenterwasestablishedin Beijing in 2017to actively promote
the GreenLancang-Mekong Initiative and to boost joint efforts to address
pollutionalongtheriver.

The Lancang-Mekong River, that spansthe
six countries of China, Laos, Myanmar,
Thailand,Cambodiaand Vietnam, is facing
transnationalenvironmentalproblemsrelated
to water resources,waterpollution and river
ecology.

References:

ÅChinese Government Website (http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2018-02/12/content_5266017.htm, Chinese only)

ÅLancang-Mekong Cooperation (http://www.lmcchina.org/eng/index.html)

ÅLancang-Mekong Environmental Cooperation Center(http://en.lmec.org.cn/)

Reference

Practical Experiences of Our Country
in Environmental Conservation
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The HKSAR Governmenthas formulatedand implementeda seriesof policies on environmentalconservation,with economic

incentivesand applicationof technologiesto meet the goals. Relatedinitiatives include resourcemanagement,assessmentand

environmentalplanning,environmentallegislation and enforcement,air, noise and water quality control, waste reductionand

recycling,useof low-carbonenergymix, conservationof naturalenvironmentandhistoricbuildings,partnershipwith greengroups,

cross-boundaryand internationalco-operation, as well as environmentaleducationfor the public, companiesand schools. The

Governmentalso guides companinesand citizens to put responsibleproduction and responsibleconsumptionin practice

respectively,promotingsocialparticipationin environmentalprotection.

Sources: Environment and Ecology Bureau
Å https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/pdf/waste_blueprint_2035_eng.pdf

Å https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/pdf/cap_2050_en.pdf

Å https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/pdf/Clean_Air_Plan_2035_eng.pdf

Examples of policy planningClick on the images to learn more

What other plansor measuresdoesthe HKSAR Governmenthavefor
environmentalconservation?
Pleaseread the relevant information and shareone of the plans or
measureswith your classmates.

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
in Environmental Conservation

https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/pdf/waste_blueprint_2035_eng.pdf
https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/pdf/cap_2050_en.pdf
https://www.eeb.gov.hk/sites/default/files/pdf/Clean_Air_Plan_2035_eng.pdf
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Of the 1,114 sq km of land in Hong Kong, more than 500 sq km is designatedas

protectedareas,includingcountryparks,specialareasandnatureconservationzones.

The Country Parks Ordinance provides a legal framework for the designation,

developmentandmanagementof countryparksandspecialareas. As of 2023, there

are 24 country parks, 22 special areasand 7 marine parks (providing education

centres,campsites,hiking trails,off-roadcycling trails,etc.). Theycovera world-class

geopark,bushlands,reservoirs,coastsand beaches. The country parks are legally

mandatedfor recreationalandconservationpurposes,andtheyareintendedto protect

thehabitatsof flora andfauna.

Enhancing overall planning and provision of facilities for environmental conservation

Sources: 

Å Hong Kong Yearbook 2020 

(https://www.yearbook.gov.hk/2020/en/pdf/E20.pdf)

Å Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department 

(https://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/country/cou_vis/cou_vis_cou/cou_vi

s_cou_1.html) 

(https://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/country/cou_lea/the_facts.html)

Å Hong Kong UNESCO Global Geopark 

(https://www.geopark.gov.hk/en)

About 443 sqkm in total, 
accounting for about 40% of 
the land area of Hong Kong.

Country Parks & Special Areas

Click on the pictures below to learn 

more about Hong Kong Geopark Click on an area to view the 
enlarged map

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
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https://www.afcd.gov.hk/tc_chi/country/cou_vis/cou_vis_cou/cou_vis_cou_1.html
https://www.geopark.gov.hk/tc
https://www.geopark.gov.hk/tc
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TheHakkavillage of Lai Chi Wo, built morethan300yearsago,is oneof theoldest,

largest and best-preserved rural settlementsin Hong Kong. The Countryside

ConservationOffice wasestablishedundertheEnvironmentProtectionDepartmentin

2018, and $1 billion was earmarkedto supportits work in the remotecountryside

areas. An exampleis the minor improvementworks in Lai Chi Wo, including trail

restoration,improvementsto public toilets and the commissioningof a consultancy

studyon feasibleoptionsfor improving sewagecollection. In recentyears,the place

has beenrevitalisedwith the supportof environmentalorganisations,universities,

professionalgroups,the businesssectorand volunteers. Now farmlandin Lai Chi

Wo has beenrestored. Servicesincluding education,eco-tourism and countryside

conservationare provided. The rural revitalisation project at Lai Chi Wo was

awardedñSpecialRecognitionfor SustainableDevelopmentòin theñ2020UNESCO

Asia-PacificAwardsfor CulturalHeritageConservationò.

Countryside Conservation Funding Scheme - Lai Chi Wo

Lai Chi Wo

Sources:

Å HKSAR Government Press Releases (https://www.news.gov.hk/eng/2021/02/20210227/20210227_183548_588.html)

Å Commissioner for Heritage's Office 

(https://www.heritage.gov.hk/filemanager/heritage/en/content_46/Heritage_Newsletter_75.pdf)

Å Hong Kong Tourism Board (https://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/explore/great-outdoor/wellness/lai-chi-wo.html)

Click on the image below to learn more about the rural
revitalisation project at Lai Chi Wo which was awardedthe
Special Recognition for SustainableDevelopmentby United
Nationsin 2020.

Reference

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
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https://www.heritage.gov.hk/filemanager/heritage/en/content_46/Heritage_Newsletter_75.pdf
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Low-carbon transport systems

In responseto the ParisAgreement,the HKSAR Governmenthasdrawnup the "Hong Kong's

ClimateAction Plan2030+", which proposedusingrailway networkasthe backboneof Hong

Kongôslow-carbonpublic transportnetwork, improving public transportand facilitating daily

walking for short andmediumdistances. This strategyis also re-emphasisedin "Hong Kong

2030+: TowardsaPlanningVision andStrategyTranscending2030".

ExampleExample

Example

Click on the images 

to learn more

Source: 

Hong Kong's Climate Action Plan 2030+

(https://www.climateready.gov.hk/files/repor

t/en/HK_Climate_Action_Plan_2030+_book

let_En.pdf)

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
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https://www.hkgbc.org.hk/eng/engagement/file/ClimateActionPlanEng.pdf
https://www.climateready.gov.hk/files/report/en/HK_Climate_Action_Plan_2030+_booklet_En.pdf
https://www.hkgbc.org.hk/eng/engagement/file/ClimateActionPlanEng.pdf
https://www.climateready.gov.hk/files/report/en/HK_Climate_Action_Plan_2030+_booklet_En.pdf
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The HKSAR Governmentattachesgreat importanceto biodiversity conservationand

sustainabledevelopment. Facingthechallengesof ecologicalenvironmentdegradation,

such as climate change,pollution and urban sprawl to the suburbs,the Environment

Bureau*formulatedthefirst city-level BiodiversityStrategyandAction Plan(BSAP) in

2016to stepup biodiversityconservationandsupportsustainabledevelopmentin Hong

Kong over the next five years according to Hong Kongôsown conditions and

capabilities. TheBSAPcontains67specificactionsin four areas.

Steppingup biodiversity conservation

Enhancing 

conservation 

measures

Mainstreaming 

biodiversity

Improving 

our

knowledge

Promoting 

community 

involvement

Source: Environment and Ecology Bureau (https://www.afcd.gov.hk/english/conservation/Con_hkbsap/files/HKBSAP_ENG_2.pdf)

Enquiry and sharing

Click on the pictures below to learn more about 

the current state of biodiversity in Hong Kong and read about ecological studies and surveys.

Source: Hong Kong Biodiversity 

Information Hub 

(https://bih.gov.hk/tc/feature-

studies/index.html)
Note: Now the Environment and 

Ecology Bureau

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
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https://bih.gov.hk/tc/feature-studies/index.html
https://bih.gov.hk/tc/feature-studies/index.html
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Enhancing environmental conservation through legal and economic incentives

In line with theñpolluterpaysòprinciple,chargesarebasedon the quantityof

wastegenerated,so thatpeoplebecomemoreawarethatwastedisposalcomes

at a cost. Quantity-basedwastechargingaimsto createfinancial incentivesto

drive behaviouralchangesin wastegenerationandhencereduceoverall waste

disposal. The passageof the WasteDisposal(Chargingfor Municipal Solid

Waste)(Amendment)Bill 2018by theLegislativeCouncil on 26 August2021

signifiedacritical milestonein wastemanagementwork in HongKong.

Built upon the existing MSW (municipal solid waste)collection anddisposal

system,MSW chargesare proposedto be levied through the following two

modes:

ÅChargingby designatedgarbagebags/designatedlabels

ÅChargingby weightthroughñgate-feeò(readbelowfor details)

Sources: Hong Kong Government:

Åhttps://www.gov.hk/en/residents/environment/waste/management/mswcharging.htm

Åhttps://www.news.gov.hk/eng/2021/08/20210826/20210826_130833_725.html

Click on the image 

to watch the video

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
in Environmental Conservation

https://www.mswcharging.gov.hk/?lang=en
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PRS is a key policy tool in the wastemanagementstrategyin Hong Kong. Enshrining the principle of

"polluter pays" and the elementof "eco-responsibility", the PRS conceptrequiresrelevant stakeholders

including manufacturers,importers,wholesalers,retailersand consumersto sharethe responsibilityfor the

collection,recycling,treatmentanddisposalof end-of-life productswith a view to avoidingandreducingthe

environmentalimpactscausedby suchproductsat thepost-consumerstage.

To improve the quality of our environment,the HKSAR Governmenthas from time to time introducedenvironmental
policies,suchastheProductEco-responsibilityOrdinanceandtheSchemeof ControlAgreements(SCAs),asappropriate,to
promoteresponsibleproductionby companiesandresponsibleconsumptionby thepublic througheconomicincentives.

Enhancing environmental conservation through legal and economic incentives

Product Eco-responsibility Ordinance

Implementation of producer responsibility schemes

(PRS)*; producerwasterecycling and MSW charging

policies for quantity-basedMSW charging; promoting

responsibleproductionby companiesand responsible

consumptionby thepublic.

SCAs signedbetweenthe HKSAR Governmentand the

two power companies: Peoplewho install solar or wind

energygenerationsystemsat their premisescan sell the

renewableenergythey generateto the power companies

ata ratehigherthanthenormalelectricitytariff rate.

Scheme of Control Agreements

Sources: 

Å Environmental Protection Department (https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/pro_responsibility/index.html)

Å Environmental Protection Department (https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/pro_responsibility/index.html)

Å GovHK (https://www.gov.hk/en/residents/environment/sustainable/renewable/feedintariff.htm)

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
in Environmental Conservation
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ÅPublic engagementon control of single-useplasticsand the Plastic ShoppingBag

Charging Schemeaim to reducetheexcessiveuseof plasticshoppingbagsthrougha

directeconomicdisincentiveimposedon consumersasamandatorycharge.

ÅThe PRS on Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WPRS) covers air-

conditioners, refrigerators, washing machines, televisions, computers, printers,

scannersand monitors. It provides a convenient means for recycling and also

facilitatesthe propertreatmentof abandonedregulatedelectricalequipment,turning

wasteinto resources.

ÅThe PRSon GlassBeverageContainers hasbeenimplementedto betterpromotethe

recycling of wasteglasscontainers,which, after treatment,are usedfor producing

eco-pavers,exportedfor recycling or usedas fill materialsin different local public

worksprojects.

ÅThe PRSon Plastic BeverageContainers and BeverageCartons is in theprogress

of drafting the legislativeproposal. The Governmenthasdecidedto pressaheadwith

the introductionwith a PRStargetingat plastic beveragecontainerswhich accounts

for 60% of the overall wasteplasticcontainersdisposedof in Hong Kong. To tie in

with the PRS, EPD rolled out a one-year RVM (reversevending machine)Pilot

Schemein 2021and2022, in orderto testtheapplicationof RVMs in HongKong.
Source: GovHK, Producer Responsibility Schemes 

(https://www.gov.hk/en/residents/environment/waste/management/prs.htm)

Producer responsibility schemes (PRS)

Reference
Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 

in Environmental Conservation
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Classroom discussion and sharing

1. How should you dispose of the waste regulated electrical

equipment,glass containersand plastic bottles in your home

now,in orderto live agreenerlife?

2. Why did Hong Kong introduceMSW charging?How can this

environmentalpolicy promotesustainabledevelopment?

Activity

Sources of videos: Information Services Department of HKSAR Government 

(https://www.isd.gov.hk/eng/tvapi/18_ep190.html); (https://www.isd.gov.hk/eng/tvapi/21_ep202.html) 

Some examples of ways to dispose of recyclable items

Video 1: Dump Less, Save More, Recycle 

Right (Waste Plastics)

Video 2: API on control of single-use plastics 

Click on the images to watch 

the videos

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
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https://www.isd.gov.hk/eng/tvapi/18_ep190.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=na68rdd2EdQ
https://www.isd.gov.hk/eng/tvapi/21_ep202.html
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High-tech thermal treatment of sewage

sludge reducespressureon landfills and

the residual heat can be converted into

energy. T·Park in Tuen Mun is a good

example.

Building solar farms,suchasthe oneat

SiuHo WanSewageTreatmentWorks.

Adoption of advanced incineration 
technologies

Use of  Renewable energy

HongKong hasdevelopedanenvironmentalpolicy andintroducednewtechnologiesto increasetheuseof cleanenergy. At

present,Hong Kong useswind andsolarpowerandthe waste-to-energyprocessto developrenewableenergyandachieve

sustainabledevelopment,shoulderingtheregionalresponsibilityfor combatingclimatechange.

Introducing low-carbon technology; Use more low-carbon clean energy

O Park recyclesfood waste, reducing organic

solid waste and GHG emissions. The biogas

produced during decomposition is used to

generateelectricity.

Adoption of "Waste-to-energy" 

technology

Sources: 

ÅO Park (https://www.opark.gov.hk/upload/Videos/Food%20Smart%20program%20(Aug)/201022_Corporate_Video_ENG_Final.mp4)

ÅHong Kong's Climate Action Plan 2050+ (https://www.climateready.gov.hk/files/pdf/CAP2050_booklet_en.pdf)

Å Information Services Department of HKSAR Government  (https://www.isd.gov.hk/eng/tvapi/16_ep180.html)

ÅDrainage Services Department (https://www.dsd.gov.hk/EN/DSD_Events/Solar_Farm_at_Siu_Ho_Wan_Sewage_Treatment_Works/Videos/index.html)

Click on the images to 

watch the videos
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https://www.opark.gov.hk/upload/Videos/Food%20Smart%20program%20(Aug)/201022_Corporate_Video_TC_Final.mp4
https://www.opark.gov.hk/upload/Videos/Food%20Smart%20program%20(Aug)/201022_Corporate_Video_ENG_Final.mp4
https://www.isd.gov.hk/eng/tvapi/16_ep180.html
https://www.dsd.gov.hk/EN/DSD_Events/Solar_Farm_at_Siu_Ho_Wan_Sewage_Treatment_Works/Videos/index.html
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Education for sustainable development

Green prefects promote energy saving 

measures on campus

The HKSAR Government promotes education for sustainabledevelopmentat

different levelsthroughrelevantgovernmentdepartments,schoolsandgreengroups.

For example,

Å the EnvironmentalProtectionDepartmentpromotesenvironmentaleducationby

meansof:

- Raisingenvironmentalawareness

- Producingenvironmentaleducationkits

-Organising environmental education exhibitions and environmental resource

centres,etc.

ÅEDB urgesschoolsto formulateandput in placetheir school-basedenvironmental

policy with an aim to enhancestudents'environmentalawarenessand develop

their environmentally friendly attitude, and to promote green practices and

environmentaleducationon campus. Schoolsare also expectedto promoteco-

operationamongthe schoolmanagement,staff andstudentson waysto makethe

bestuseof resources.

Sources: 

Environment and Ecology Bureau Green Schools 2.0 

https://www.eeb.gov.hk/en/green-schools-2.html

Environmental Protection Department 

(https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/envir_education/e

du_maincontent.html)

Education Bureau  (https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/sch-

admin/admin/about-sch/effective-use-sch-

resources/index.html)Similar educationaloutreacheffortsarealsomadein othercountries/ regions.

Findoutsomerelevantexamplesin othercountries/ regions.

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
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Regional air pollution

1. The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Pearl River Delta Regional Air
Quality Monitoring Network comprises23 air monitoring stations for
collaborationon forecastingair quality.

2. The CleanerProductionPartnershipProgrammeis implementedto help
HongKong-ownedfactoriesin HongKong andGuangdongadoptcleaner
production technologiesand practices, so as to reduce air pollutant
emissionsandbring environmentalbenefits.

Water pollution

In 2000, the Hong Kong SAR and GuangdongProvincial Governments
jointly establishedthe "Mirs Bay and Deep Bay (ShenzhenBay) Areas
Environmental Management Special Panel" under the "Hong Kong-
Guangdong Joint Working Group on Sustainable Development and
EnvironmentalProtection" to strengthenco-operationto protect the water
environmentof DeepBayandMirs Bay.

Environmental co-operation with Guangdong Province

Sources: 

Å GovHK (https://www.gov.hk/en/residents/environment/air/raqi.htm)

Å Environmental Protection Department (https://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/water/hkwqrc/regional/deepbay.html)

Deep Bay and Mirs Bay

Hong Kong and Guangdong have joined hands to implement a number of initiatives to improve the environment, such as:

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
in Environmental Conservation
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Launching community
recycling programmes to
demonstrategreen living and
encouragethe developmentof a
more holistic and sustainable
lifestyle.

01

Participating in organisations
suchasthe Advisory Council on
the Environment to provide
practicaladviceand suggestions
to improve the environmentin
line with EPD'sactions.

02

Using their expertise and
working with the Government
on specific projectssuchas the
operation of environmental
resource centres and the
implementation of nature
conservation management
agreements.

03

Greengroupsprovidea lot of professionaladviceon policies to promoteenvironmentalprotectionin

Hong Kong. They actively promotespublic awarenessof environmentalprotection through public

educationandactivities. Theyalsoparticipatein awide rangeof environmentalprotectioninitiatives.

Green groups promoting community involvement in environmental actions

Management of Mai Po Nature

Reserve, nature conservationfor Ho

SheungHeung,LongValley

Example:Examples: Examples:

Providing suggestions on Waste

ManagementandReductionInitiatives
Food WasteRecycling Projectsin Housing

Estates,Lai SeeReuseandRecycleProgram

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
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Example: Ocean Park 

Conservation 

Foundation

The Foundationhasbeencollaboratingwith theCity Universityof HongKong

since2009. Theyhavefundedandencouragedmanyenterprisesandsecondary

schoolstudentsto participatein the conservationof horseshoecrabs,a living

fossil of theearth,andto learnaboutmarinepollutionandbiology.

Green

groups

Expert technical advisors for the "Juvenile 

Horseshoe Crab Rearing Programme"

Source: Ocean Park Conservation Foundation (https://www.opcf.org.hk/en/community-education/juvenile-horseshoe-crab-rearing-programme)

Reference
Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 

in Environmental Conservation
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What other actionshavebeentakenby the HKSAR Governmentand non-governmentalorganisationsin

environmentalconservation? Pleaseselectone exampleand explain how it can promoteenvironmental

protectionandsustainabledevelopmentin thecommunity.

Stakeholders in environmental protection and ecology conservation (examples)

ÅEnvironmentandEcologyBureau,DevelopmentBureau

ÅEnvironmentalProtectionDepartment,Agriculture,FisheriesandConservationDepartment

ÅEducationBureau(e.g., schooleducationon Mai Po NatureReserve,the Field StudiesCentre,Student

EnvironmentalProtectionAmbassadorScheme,CommunityYouthGroup,etc.)

ÅGovernmentadvisory committeesand statutory bodies (e.g. EnvironmentalCampaign Committee,

Councilfor SustainableDevelopment)

ÅApproved projects under Government-run funds (e.g. for Community Waste Reduction Projects,

Environmental Education and Community Action Projects, Environmental Research,Technology

DemonstrationandConferenceProjects)

ÅProjectsundertakenby thebusinesscommunityaspartof socialresponsibility

(e.g. environmental social enterprises, 

Corporate Afforestation Scheme)

ÅGreen groups

ÅGreen initiatives with public participation

Think about it Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
in Environmental Conservation
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ÅWhy do people like hiking, camping and other activities in the 

countryside?

ÅAs goodcitizens,how canwe protectthepreciousenvironment

and ecological resourcesin Hong Kong for the sake of

sustainabledevelopment?

Photo credit: Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, Hiking Etiquette 

((https://www.natureintouch.gov.hk/takeyourlitterhome))  

Cherishing the natural environment

Practical Experiences of Hong Kong 
in Environmental ConservationThink about it
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Ecological issuesare global problemsthat require concertedaction by all membersof the international

community. Many countries and regions attach great importance to sustainabledevelopmentand

environmental conservation, including urban planning, environmental construction, promotion of

environmentalprotection,developmentof eco-friendly technologiesand implementationof environmental

protectionstandards. Similar policies, measuresand legislation are being promotedaroundthe world in

responseto theUN'sobjectives,including:

Enacting relevant 
laws

Implementing policies 
with economic incentives 

Cultivating public 
awareness

of environmental 
protection

Developing 
green industries
with technology

Developing low-
carbon

transport systems

You canfind examplesof relevantpoliciesin differentpartsof theworld from thewebpagesbelow. Try to

find out relevantpoliciesin otherregions.

EU's policy on sustainable development
Å https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/international-strategies/sustainable-development-goals/eu-and-united-nations-common-goals-sustainable-future_en

Australia's policy on environmental sustainability
Å https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/environmental-sustainability-policy?context=1

South Korea's Sustainable Development Goals
Å https://eng.me.go.kr/eng/web/index.do?menuId=469

Practical Experiences of Other Regions 
in Environmental Conservation
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What are the other examples of turning 

waste into energy around the world?

Watch the video: Nzambi Matee, winner of UNEP's 2020 Young

Championsof the Earth award, is an engineerand social enterprise

founderfrom Kenya. Sheadvocatesfor a world whereeveryjob is based

on clean and renewableenergy and practisehow to turn waste into

treasure. Click on theimageto watchthevideofor details.

Activity

Sources of videos:

United Nations

Å https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1

080152

Å https://www.unep.org/youngchampions

/bio/2020/africa/nzambi-matee

Practical Experiences of Other Regions 
in Environmental Conservation

Countries/regionsaroundtheworld alsofocuson innovationin technologyto promoteecological

protection. They havedevelopedmanynew eco-friendly materialsand technologiesto recycle

waste,promotingenvironmentalprotectionandthedevelopmentof greenindustries.

Using technology to turn waste into treasure

Think about it

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1080152
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ÅTransportis animportantareafor addressingtheglobalclimateandenergy

crisis,andimplementingstrategiesfor economicandsocialtransformation

and sustainabledevelopment. The United Nations Global Sustainable

Transport Conference focuses on the opportunities, challenges and

solutionsfor sustainabletransport. It providesa clear direction for the

developmentof sustainabletransportandpromotesthe Goalsof the 2030

Agendafor SustainableDevelopment. The 2nd Conferencewas held in

Beijing on14-16October2021.

ÅAccording to the relatedUN report in 2016*, sustainabletransportis the

provision of servicesand infrastructurefor the mobility of people and

goodsðadvancingeconomicand social developmentto benefit todayôs

and future generationsðin a mannerthat is safe,affordable,accessible,

efficient, and resilient,while minimising carbonand other emissionsand

environmentalimpacts,especiallytheimpactonbiodiversity.

Developinglow-carbon transport systems

Click on the image for details

*Mobilizing Sustainable transport for Development, 2016

Sources: United Nations

Å https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2375Mobilizing%20Sustainable%20Transport.pdf;

Å https://www.un.org/zh/conferences/transport2021
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Developinglow-carbon transport systems

One of the many successstoriesin the UN's 2016 report on sustainable

transportis theexampleof "ElectriCity" in Göteborg, Sweden.

Oneof the mostadvancedbus lines in the world, the GothenburgElectric

Bus Route 55, is in operationand runs on electricity from green and

renewableenergysourcessuchaswind andhydroelectricpower. With low

noiselevelsandzeroemissions,it is consideredanimportantcomponentof

thepublic transportsystemin thecity. In addition,theElectriCityprojectis

developing and testing a new bus stop system, a traffic management

system,aswell asasafetyandenergysupplysystem.

Sources: 

Å United Nations (https://sdgs.un.org/topics/sustainable-transport;)

Å LindholmenScience Park (https://www.electricitygoteborg.se/en)

Practical Experiences of Other Regions 
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Many countries/ regionsaroundtheworld haveadoptedthetransit-orienteddevelopment(TOD) conceptto plan

and improve the convenienceand accessibilityof public transportsystems. They uselow-emissiontransport

meanspoweredby electricityor LPG. Theyencouragecarpoolingor car rentalin thecommunityandpromote

localemployment,soasto developlow-carbontransportsystemandreducecarbonemissions.

Developinglow-carbon transport systems

Sources: 

Åhttps://gruen.deutschebahn.com/en

Åhttp://www.transferproject.org/low-carbon-transport-g20-track/

Public buses and shared bikes 

in London

Finland'selectricity-driven railway networkcoversall

majorcitiesin thecountry,reducingcarbonemissions

A bicycle autobahn in 

Germany

Introducing low emissions 

as a design consideration for roads
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Copenhagen,the capital of Denmark,is a long-standingexampleof a city that hasbeenworking hard to

promotebicycle mobility. In Copenhagen,all the 28 bicycle lanesfrom the suburbsto the city centreare

separatedfrom motorisedlanes. Theentirecapitalregionnow hasmorethan1,000kilometresof dedicated

bicycle pathsandseveralhundredkilometresof bicycle lanes. Cycling is oneof the main meansof local

transportandis knownasaculturalcharacteristicof thecity.

Sources:
ÅDanish Government 

(https://denmark.dk/people-and-

culture/biking)

ÅUnited Nations 

(https://news.un.org/zh/story/2020/

10/1069412, Chinese only)

Developinglow-carbon transport systems

Copenhageners using bicycles on the 

streetsVideo: About the Danish cycling culture
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https://denmark.dk/people-and-culture/biking

