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Learning and Teaching Worksheet Design 

Implementation of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance 

and its Significance to Hong Kong 

 

A.  Basic information of the worksheet 

 

Topic 
Implementation of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance 

and its Significance to Hong Kong 

Relevant themes, 

topics and 

learning focuses 

Theme 1: Hong Kong under “One Country, Two Systems” 

Topic: The meaning and implementation of “one country, two 

systems” 

Learning focus: the National Security Law and promoting long-

term development of Hong Kong; and striking the balance 

between rule of law and human rights 

Overall design 

rationale 

This worksheet aims to help students who have acquired 

knowledge of the meaning of national security, a holistic 

approach to national security and the Hong Kong National 

Security Law further understand the Safeguarding National 

Security Ordinance and its significance to Hong Kong. 

 

The Safeguarding National Security Ordinance covers a lot of 

knowledge and is closely related to other laws such as the Basic 

Law and the Hong Kong National Security Law. Therefore, the 

learning and teaching activities in the worksheet mainly involve 

lectures by teachers and reading information. Students are 

expected to grasp the principles of the Ordinance and understand 

the importance of national security. Regarding the in-class group 

discussion activity, students will be asked to introduce the key 

content of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance to their 

fellow students through a simulated school exhibition after 

grasping the knowledge about the Ordinance. By doing so, they 

can select, consolidate and apply the knowledge acquired in 

class. 

Learning 

objectives 

Knowledge: 

⚫ The background and content of the Safeguarding National 

Security Ordinance and its relationship with the Basic Law 

and the Hong Kong National Security Law 

⚫ The significance of the Safeguarding National Security 
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Ordinance to Hong Kong 

Skills: 

⚫ To explore the topic with different kinds of information (texts, 

videos) 

⚫ To make law-abiding, rational and fair judgements and 

suggestions based on facts and evidence 

⚫ Peer collaboration, self-learning and problem-solving skills 

Value and Attitudes: 

⚫ To understand and recognise the significance of safeguarding 

national security 

⚫ To obey law and safeguard national security 

Time required 

This worksheet comprises four learning and teaching steps. Steps 

1 and 4 take places before and after class respectively, while steps 

2 and 3 are completed in class, taking about 60 minutes. Teachers 

are advised to allocate appropriate time for the lessons and all the 

learning and teaching steps in the light of school context. 
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B. Learning and teaching procedures with the use of the worksheet 
 

Step 1: To consolidate students’ prior knowledge through preparation before 

class 

 

⚫ This worksheet is designed to build on the knowledge students have 

acquired about the meaning of national security, a holistic approach to 

national security and the Hong Kong National Security Law. If students do 

not have such background knowledge, teachers should provide appropriate 

supplementary information before using this worksheet1. 

⚫ Distribute Appendix 1 and ask students to complete the preparation questions 

before class so that they can refresh their knowledge of national security and be 

prepared for the learning and teaching activities in class. 

⚫ The Appendix comprises three materials about the meaning of national security 

(Source A), the significance of national security (Source B), and the relationship 

between national security and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 

(HKSAR) (Source C) respectively. This worksheet is designed with the premise 

that students have already acquired such knowledge. If teachers find it 

necessary to remind students of it again, they are advised to briefly explain the 

meaning of national security (Source A) in particular. 

⚫ Appendix 1 comprises two preparation questions: 

◼ Question 1 requires students to refer to Source A and browse through the 

website of “National Security Education Day”, and then fill in the relevant 

information in a table under the question. Teachers may remind students to 

refer to the examples given in the question, and emphasise that they should, 

rather than copying all the information from the website to the table,  

properly select and summarise the relevant content. 

◼ Question 2 requires students to explain why the HKSAR has the 

constitutional duty to safeguard national security by applying the principle 

of “one country, two systems”, which they have already learned. Students 

may stress that “one country” is the premise and basis of “two systems.” If 

national security is threatened, there will be no security for the people. 

◼ Suggested school-based adjustment: If teachers think that students are 

already familiar with the knowledge covered in Appendix 1, they may 

 
1 Teachers may refer to the following two relevant teaching materials developed by the Education 

Bureau and uploaded to the Citizenship and Social Development Web-based Resource Platform: 

⚫ “高中公民與社會發展科學與教參考示例：認識「總體國家安全觀」”, 

https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/teachers/lt_resources_for_ts/lt2_t1t1lf3_1_c.docx 

⚫ “高中公民與社會發展科學與教工作紙設計：《香港國安法》的實施及其對香港長遠發展的

影響”, https://cs.edb.edcity.hk/file/teachers/lt_resources_for_ts/lt2_t1t1lf3_2_c.docx 
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consider asking students to read only Sources 1 to 3 before class without 

completing the preparation questions (or completing Question 2 only). 

Step 2: Teachers review class preparation and give lectures 

 

⚫ Teachers review students’ class preparation and invite students to share their 

preparation findings. 

⚫ After students’ sharing, teachers may introduce the teaching topic of this lesson 

by emphasising the importance of national security and pointing out that the 

HKSAR has the constitutional duty to complete the local legislation on Article 

23 of the Basic Law. 

⚫ Distribute Appendix 2 classroom learning material, which comprises five 

materials in the form of texts and videos (Sources D to H). Teachers can give 

lectures by applying their own knowledge. The following are suggested key 

concepts that teachers should highlight: 

◼ Source D refers to Article 23 of the Basic Law, which stipulates that the 

HKSAR shall enact laws on its own to prohibit seven acts and activities 

that endanger national security. Teachers should clearly point out that the 

following seven types of acts and activities endangering national security 

are prohibited according to the provision without explaining each of them 

in detail: 

◆ Treason 

◆ Secession 

◆ Sedition 

◆ Subversion against the Central People’s Government 

◆ Theft of state secrets 

◆ Foreign political organisations or bodies conducting political activities 

in the Region 

◆ Political organisations or bodies of the Region establishing ties with 

foreign political organisations or bodies 

◼ Source E quotes the speech of Chief Executive to explain the legislative 

background and principles of the Safeguarding National Security 

Ordinance:  

◆ Regarding the background, teachers may point out that the Chief 

Executive has explained the legislative background in terms of the 

constitutional duty of the HKSAR, the risks and threats endangering 

national security, and the improvement of the legal system and 

enforcement mechanisms for safeguarding national security in 
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accordance with the “5.28 Decision” (“Decision of the National 

People’s Congress on Establishing and Improving the Legal System 

and Enforcement Mechanisms for the Hong Kong Special 

Administrative Region to Safeguard National Security”2) and the Hong 

Kong National Security Law (see Source F). 

◆ The principles include safeguarding national sovereignty, security, 

development interests, respecting and protecting human rights, and 

preventing, suppressing and imposing punishment for acts and 

activities endangering national security in accordance with the law. 

◼ Source F explains why the legislation on Article 23 of the Basic Law is still 

necessary even with the presence of the Hong Kong National Security Law. 

Teachers may elaborate on the following four points according to the 

Source (teachers are encouraged to make reference to their own knowledge 

and give relevant and appropriate examples3): 

◆ Fulfilment of the constitutional duty. 

◆ Among the acts endangering national security which legislation should 

be enacted to prohibit as prescribed in Article 23 of the Basic Law, two 

(i.e. secession and subversion) are covered by the Hong Kong National 

Security Law4. 

◆ International landscape is ever changing, and risks endangering 

national security exist every day. 

◆ Every country enacts laws to safeguard national security to prevent, 

suppress, and impose punishment for acts and activities endangering 

national security according to its own needs. 

◼ Source G is a news report video that gives students an overview of the 

content of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance 5 . However, 

students are not required to memorise the details of the provisions and 

penalties. After playing the video, teachers may conclude that a scope of 

the legislation of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance is to 

complete the enactment of local legislation on Article 23 of the Basic Law, 

 
2 For the full text of the “5.28 Decision”, please visit the website of the State Council of the People’s 

Republic of China 

https://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2020-05/28/content_5515684.htm 
3 Teachers may refer to chapters 1 and 2 of Safeguarding National Security: Basic Law Article 23 

Legislation Public Consultation Document (January 2024), 

https://www.sb.gov.hk/eng/bl23/doc/Consultation%20Paper_EN.pdf 
4 Teachers may add that Article 7 of the Hong Kong National Security Law stipulates that “the Hong 

Kong Special Administrative Region shall complete, as early as possible, legislation for safeguarding 

national security as stipulated in the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and 

shall refine relevant laws". 
5 For the full text of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance, please visit Hong Kong e-Legislation. 

https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/A305!zh-Hant-HK?xpid=ID_1710749891893_001&INDEX_CS=N 
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so that offences not covered by the Hong Kong National Security Law, 

including the following five types, can be addressed: 

◆ Treason etc. 

◆ Insurrection, incitement to mutiny and disaffection, and acts with 

seditious intention, etc. 

◆ Offences in connection with state secrets and espionage 

◆ Sabotage endangering national security etc. 

◆ External interference endangering national security and organisations 

engaging in activities endangering national security 

◼ Sources H and I set out the positive impacts of the Safeguarding National 

Security Ordinance on Hong Kong: 

◆ Source H contains an extract of the speech delivered by Mr Xia 

Baolong, Director of the Hong Kong and Macao Work Office of the 

Communist Party of China Central Committee and the Hong Kong and 

Macao Affairs Office of the State Council, at the opening ceremony of 

the 2024 National Security Education Day. From the perspective of 

safeguarding and promoting the development of “one country, two 

systems”, Mr Xia pointed out that the enactment of legislation on the 

Safeguarding National Security Ordinance upon gazettal was a 

milestone with far-reaching impacts on advancing from stability to 

prosperity and maintaining sustained stability and long-term prosperity 

of Hong Kong. Teachers are advised to elaborate on Mr. Xia’s speech 

in Source H by associating it with the relationship between “one 

country” and “two systems” as mentioned in Source C. 

◆ Source I is an extract of the speech made by the Chief Executive when 

he signed the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance. He said that 

the Ordinance ensured the effective protection of national security, the 

long-term prosperity and stability of Hong Kong, and the protection of 

human rights and freedoms in accordance with the law. 

⚫ After teachers go through all sources in Appendix 2, group discussions may 

begin. 
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Step 3: Student group discussion and class summary 

 

⚫ Divide students into groups and distribute the Appendix 3 group discussion 

worksheet. 

⚫ The worksheet contains a group discussion question asking students, as if they 

were the president of the student union, to suggest two key points of the 

Safeguarding National Security Ordinance that their school can emphasise 

when introducing the Ordinance during the National Security Day exhibition at 

school, and to explain their choices from the perspective of enhancing the 

awareness of safeguarding national security among their fellow students. 

⚫ The worksheet has given hints about the key points of the Ordinance to be 

introduced, such as the legislative background and content of the Ordinance and 

its positive impacts on Hong Kong. Students may either refer to these hints or 

answer the question with key points not mentioned in the hints. 

⚫ Before starting the group discussion, teachers need to point out to students that 

the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance is an important ordinance 

relating to national security, and that students need to pay attention to and 

understand its legislative background, content and impacts on Hong Kong, etc. 

The requirement for students to select and introduce two of the key points is 

only for the purpose of group discussion activities in class. 

⚫ Teachers invite students to present the result of their discussion, and then 

comment on and add to the students’ reports with their own knowledge and 

reference to the hints in the worksheets. For example: 

◼ Every country enacts laws to safeguard national security to prevent, 

suppress, and impose punishment for acts and activities endangering 

national security according to its own needs. 

◼ The Safeguarding National Security Ordinance took effect upon gazettal in 

2024 and the HKSAR Government has fulfilled its constitutional duty to 

complete the legislation on Article 23 of the Basic Law. The content of the 

Ordinance will not undermine the freedoms and rights enjoyed by the 

people of Hong Kong in accordance with the law. It will also favour the 

stable development of society and therefore have a positive impact on Hong 

Kong. 

⚫ To summarise the class: 

◼ Point out that the Hong Kong National Security Law and the Safeguarding 

National Security Ordinance are closely related to each other and further 

improve the legal system and enforcement mechanisms for safeguarding 

national security in the HKSAR. 
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◼ Indicate that the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance ensures not 

only safety but also the protection of human rights and freedoms in 

accordance with the law, which carries great significance in the long-term 

development of Hong Kong. 

◼ Emphasise that it is the common responsibility of all the people of China, 

including the people of Hong Kong, to safeguard the sovereignty, unity and 

territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of China, and thereby 

encourage students to safeguard national security through showing support 

for the enactment of legislation on and implementation of the Safeguarding 

National Security Ordinance by the HKSAR Government. 

Step 4: After-class extended assignment 

 

⚫ Distribute Appendix 4 as an extended assignment for students to complete after 

class. 

⚫ This Appendix comes with one question asking students to explain why 

Mainland study tours and the careful use of online information help enhance 

their understanding of national security. 

◼ While Mainland study tours is part of the Citizenship and Social 

Development curriculum and requires participation of all senior secondary 

students, careful selection and use of online information is related to 

information literacy which students will study further in Theme 3 of the 

subject. 

◼ When students are working on the extended question, their schools may not 

have arranged for them to join any Mainland study tour, and according to 

the curriculum schedule teachers may not have taught information literacy 

as well. However, students may have participated in Mainland study tours 

during their junior years, and the careful use of online information is also 

covered in relevant subjects in the Technology Education Key Learning 

Area at the junior secondary level. Therefore, students can answer the 

question by applying these learning experiences and their own knowledge. 

◼ When answering the question, students should focus on why their 

understanding of national security can be enhanced, rather than giving an 

extensive discussion on Mainland study tours and the importance of the 

careful use of online information. 

⚫ Teachers may arrange for students to report in the next lesson or share what they 

have learnt in other ways. 
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Appendix 1: Class preparation 

Source A: The meaning of national security 
 

The National Security Law of the People’s Republic of China 
 

Article 2: National security means a status in which the power, sovereignty, unity, 

territorial integrity, welfare of the people, sustainable economic and social 

development, and other major interests of the state are relatively not faced 

with any danger and not threatened internally or externally, and the 

capability to maintain a sustained security status. 

Source: Extracted from the website of National Security Education Day, 

https://www.nsed.gov.hk/national_security/index.php?l=en&a=national_security 

 
Source B: The significance of national security (Chinese Version Only)  

       當一個國家失去安全保障，面臨內部或者外來威脅，社會各領域的正

常秩序被打斷，國家發展就將會陷入停滯、甚至倒退、崩潰的狀態。如果國家

命運掌握在別人手中，任人宰割和欺辱，那麼社會的穩定、科技的昌明、經濟

的發展、人民的安康、國家的形象和尊嚴，都不可能得到保障。中央政府作為

國家最高的權力機構，有責任去維護國家安全。 

 

 

 

 

Sources: 

⚫ Extracted from WANG, Zhenmin, et al. 香港特別行政區維護國家安全法讀本, Hong Kong: Joint 

Publishing, 2021, p. 10 

⚫ “安邦定國，習近平這樣論述國家安全”, Xinhuanet, 15 April 2019, 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/xxjxs/2019-04/15/c_1124367882.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President 

Xi Jinping 國泰民安是人民最基本、最普遍的願望。實現中華

民族偉大復興的中國夢，保證人民安居樂業，國家

安全是頭等大事。(Chinese Version Only) 
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Source C: The relationship between national security and the HKSAR 
 

The principle of national security is predicated on the interests of the nation and 

its people. When the country's core interests are at risk, national security will be 

threatened and there will be no security for the people. Safeguarding national security 

is the overarching responsibility of the Central People’s Government and the 

constitutional responsibility of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and 

is the common responsibility of all the people of China, including the people of Hong 

Kong. Every citizen of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region should respect 

and safeguard the fundamental system of the country, and have a correct 

understanding of the relationship between “one country” and “two systems.” “One 

country” is like the roots of a tree. For a tree to grow tall and luxuriant, its roots must 

run deep and strong. Therefore, we must resolutely pursue a holistic approach to 

national security and safeguard national security and social stability. 

Source: Extracted from the website of National Security Education Day, 

https://www.nsed.gov.hk/index.php?l=en 

 

Preparation questions 

 

1. With reference to Source A and the website of National Security Education Day 

(https://www.nsed.gov.hk/index.php?l=en), list two main fields related to national 

security in the table below, and briefly describe the meaning of the fields and their 

importance to safeguarding national security. (Hint: Refer to the example below) 
 

Example 

 

The field: Military security 

The meaning of the field 

It refers to a state in which the country is free from foreign military invasion and war 

threats, and the capability to maintain a sustained state of security. 

The importance of the field to safeguarding national security 

Military security is not only an integral part of the national security system, but also an 

important safeguard for other fields of security, including homeland security and overseas 

interests security.  

A strong country must have a strong military, and a strong military is a prerequisite for 

national security. National defence and military development are the staunch support to 

national security. We safeguard peace and security, and strong and powerful military forces 

are pivotal to safeguarding national sovereignty, security and development interests. 

Field 1 

The field 

The meaning of the field 
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The importance of the field to safeguarding national security 

 

 

 

 

 

Field 2 

The field 

The meaning of the field 

 

 

 

The importance of the field to safeguarding national security 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. With reference to Sources B and C and to your knowledge, explain why the HKSAR 

has the constitutional duty to safeguard national security in terms of the principle of 

“one country, two systems.” 

 

 

⚫ The Government of the People’s Republic of China resumed the exercise of 

sovereignty over Hong Kong with effect from 1 July 1997. The top priority of 

the principle of "one country, two systems" is to safeguard national sovereignty, 

security and development interests. “One country” is the premise and basis of 

the “two systems”, and the “two systems” is subordinate to and derived from 

“one country” and are unified within “one country”. Article 1 and Article 12 of 

the Basic Law stipulate that the HKSAR is an inalienable part of the People's 

Republic of China and a local administrative region of the People's Republic of 

China, which shall enjoy a high degree of autonomy and come directly under 

the Central People’s Government. It goes without saying that the HKSAR has 

the constitutional duty to safeguard national security. 

 

⚫ National security concerns the welfare of the 1.4 billion people of the whole 
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country and is an important cornerstone of its stability. When the country's core 

interests are at risk, national security will be threatened and there will be no 

security for the people. The Central People’s Government has an overarching 

responsibility for national security affairs relating to the Hong Kong Special 

Administrative Region. It is the duty of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region under the Constitution to safeguard national security and the Region 

shall perform the duty accordingly. It is the common responsibility of all the 

people of China, including the people of Hong Kong, to safeguard the 

sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of the People’s Republic of China. 
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Appendix 2: Classroom learning material 

Source D: Article 23 of the Basic Law 

The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region shall enact laws on its own to 

prohibit any act of treason, secession, sedition, subversion against the Central 

People's Government, or theft of state secrets, to prohibit foreign political 

organizations or bodies from conducting political activities in the Region, and to 

prohibit political organizations or bodies of the Region from establishing ties with 

foreign political organizations or bodies. 

Source: The webpage of Basic Law, https://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/basiclaw/chapter2.html  

 

Source E: Chief Executive’s explanation on the legislative background and principles 

of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance (Chinese Version Only) 

《基本法》第二十三條立法必須做、要盡快做。 

 

第一，這是特區的憲制責任，香港回歸 26 年多仍未履行的憲制責任。人

大《528 決定》（《全國人民代表大會關於建立健全香港特別行政區維護國家安

全的法律制度和執行機制的決定》）和《香港國安法》更加再次強調要盡快完

成第二十三條立法。 

  

第二，社會經歷了 2019 年港版「顏色革命」、「黑暴」（反對《逃犯條例修

訂》草案引發的社會暴動），大家都體驗和明白到國家安全的重要性，明白到

國家安全風險是嚴重的，是真實的，是可以突如其來的。加上地緣政治日益複

雜，我們必須盡快修補這塊「短板」，早一日風險少一日。 

  

第三，在第二十三條立法的同時，特區有責任落實《528 決定》和《香港

國安法》所規定的責任和義務，完善香港特區維護國家安全的法律制度和執行

機制，以有效維護國家安全。我們在進行第二十三條立法時，必須同時履行有

關責任，以完善法律制度和執行機制的不足和「短板」。 

 

這次立法建議採取以下原則：第一，「一國兩制」方針的最高原則是維護

國家主權、安全、發展利益；第二，尊重和保障人權，依法保護根據《基本法》、

《公民權利和政治權利國際公約》、《經濟、社會與文化權利的國際公約》適用

於香港特區的有關規定享有的包括言論、新聞、出版、結社、集會、遊行、示

威的自由在內的權利和自由；以及第三，對於危害國家安全的行為和活動，應

當按法治原則堅持積極預防和依法懲治。 

Source: Extracted from “維護國家安全：《基本法》第二十三條立法公眾諮詢」記者會開場發言”, 

Press Releases of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, 30 January 2024. 

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202401/30/P2024013000374.htm 
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Source F: The reason why the legislation on Article 23 of the Basic Law is still 

necessary even with the presence of the Hong Kong National Security Law  

 

⚫ Enacting local legislation on Article 23 of the Basic Law and refining laws 

relevant to safeguarding national security are the constitutional responsibilities 

of the HKSAR. We must complete the Basic Law Article 23 legislation as early 

as possible, so as to fulfil this constitutional duty. 

 

⚫ The four categories of offences provided for under the Hong Kong National 

Security Law are the offences of secession, subversion, terrorist activities and 

collusion with a foreign country or with external elements to endanger national 

security. Among them, the offences of secession and subversion have dealt with 

two of the seven types of acts which the HKSAR shall enact laws to prohibit as 

prescribed in Article 23 of the Basic Law. 

 

⚫ International landscape is ever-changing, and risks endangering national 

security exist every day. To cope with constantly arising national security risks 

and threats, we must seize the opportunity to complete legislation on Article 23 

of the Basic Law as soon as possible to prohibit those acts and activities 

endangering national security other than the four categories of offences 

provided for under the Hong Kong National Security Law. By doing so, we can 

improve laws relevant to safeguarding national security, so as to better cope with 

the constantly arising national security risks and threats. 

 

⚫ Every country will, from time to time, examine the development of the social 

situation and international landscape, and formulate new or amend existing laws 

to effectively cope with new national security risks. On the number of national 

security-related legislation, the United States has at least 21 pieces, the United 

Kingdom at least 14 pieces, Australia at least 4, Canada at least 9, and New 

Zealand at least 2. An example among Asian countries is Singapore, which also 

has at least 6 pieces. 

Sources: Extracted from 

⚫ “Safeguarding National Security: Basic Law Article 23 Legislation” (“Rebuttal / Frequently Asked 

Questions”) 

https://www.sb.gov.hk/eng/bl23/faq.html  

⚫ Safeguarding National Security: Basic Law Article 23 Legislation Public Consultation Document, 

January 2024, p.12. 

https://www.sb.gov.hk/eng/bl23/doc/Consultation%20Paper_EN.pdf 
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Source G: A news report video introducing the key content of the Safeguarding National 

Security Ordinance (Chinese Version Only) 

Video: “23 條草案刊憲列多項罪行監禁刑期 叛國叛亂可囚終身 

公眾利益有前設條件”  

(In Cantonese with Chinese subtitles. Duration: 03:08) 

 

Website: 

https://www.i-

cable.com/%E6%96%B0%E8%81%9E%E8%B3%87%E8%A8%8A/205075/23%E6%A2%9D-

%E7%B6%AD%E8%AD%B7%E5%9C%8B%E5%AE%B6%E5%AE%89%E5%85%A8%E6%A2

%9D%E4%BE%8B%E8%8D%89%E6%A1%88-%E5%88%8A%E6%86%B2-

%E8%8D%89%E6%A1%88%E9%80%BE200%E9%A0%81 

 

Source H: Mr Xia Baolong, Director of the Hong Kong and Macao Work Office of the 

Communist Party of China Central Committee and the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs 

Office of the State Council, pointed out the positive significance of the Safeguarding 

National Security Ordinance to Hong Kong (Chinese Version Only) 
 

2024 年 3 月 19 日是個特別值得紀念的日子，香港特別行政區立法會全票

通過《維護國家安全條例》，並於 3 月 23 日刊憲生效。……這是「一國兩制」

實踐進程中具有里程碑意義的大事，標誌著香港進一步築牢了維護國家安全的

法律屏障，對香港實現由治及興、保持長治久安和長期繁榮穩定具有深遠影響。 

 

今天的香港，告別了動蕩不安的局面，徹底終結了維護國家安全「不設防」

的歷史。……今天的香港，有國安法律護航，終於迎來了全力拼經濟、謀發展

的最好時期。在新的起點上，建設更加美好的香港，推動香港實現由治及興，

讓廣大市民過上更加美好的生活，這已經成爲香港社會的最大共識、最大期

盼。……今日之香港，正以更加開放的姿態，張開雙臂歡迎世界各地的投資者

和朋友們。有偉大祖國做堅強後盾，有全體港人的努力打拼，香港由治及興未

來可期、前景廣闊。我們堅信，新時代列車「香港號」的車輪一定會滾滾向前、

不可阻擋！ 

Source: Extracted from “在香港特别行政區 2024 年「全民國家安全教育日」開幕典禮上的致辭” 

by Xia Baolong, Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State Council, 15 April 2024. 

https://www.hmo.gov.cn/gab/bld/xbl/gzdt/202404/t20240415_38958.html 
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Source I: Chief Executive pointed out the positive significance of the Safeguarding 

National Security Ordinance to Hong Kong 
 

The completion of the legislation of Article 23 of the Basic Law is essential to 

the implementation of the principle of “one country, two systems”, ensuring the 

effective protection of national security of “one country” and the long-term 

prosperity and stability of the HKSAR under “two systems”. 

 

  The Safeguarding National Security Ordinance (the Ordinance) will bring safety 

to society. With safety comes stability; with stability comes prosperity. A safe and 

stable environment is crucial to the success of business activities and enterprises, 

without which businesses might suffer financial losses, and their investments and 

operations could be sabotaged or come under attack. Therefore, a safe and stable 

environment will make Hong Kong an attractive place for enterprises and 

investments. 

 

  While safeguarding security, the Ordinance ensures human rights and freedoms 

are protected, and the principles of protecting human rights and freedoms have 

already been clearly and explicitly stipulated in the legal provisions, indicating that, 

under the Ordinance, human rights are to be respected and protected, and the rights 

and freedoms, including the freedoms of speech, of the press and of publication, the 

freedoms of association, of assembly, of procession and of demonstration, enjoyed 

under the Basic Law and the provisions of two international covenants as applied to 

the HKSAR, namely the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, are to be protected 

in accordance with the law. The Ordinance also, as stipulated, ensures the property 

and investment in the HKSAR are protected by the law. 

Source: Extracted from “CE signs Safeguarding National Security Ordinance”, Press Releases of the 

Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, 22 March 2024.  

https://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/202403/22/P2024032200642.htm?fontSize=1 
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Appendix 3: Group discussion worksheet 

 

The Safeguarding National Security Ordinance took effect on 23 March 2024. 

Your school is going to organise a National Security Education Day exhibition and use 

exhibition panels to introduce the Ordinance to students. As the president of the student 

union, suggest two key points of the Ordinance that the school can emphasise on the 

panels (hints: legislative background, key content of the Ordinance, positive 

significance to Hong Kong……), and explain your choices from the perspective of 

enhancing the awareness of safeguarding national security among your fellow 

students. With reference to the sources of the Appendices, write down your views in 

the following table. 

 

First key point to be stressed to fellow students 

Refer to the hints given in the discussion question 

 

Reasons for emphasising this key point 

 

Students must explain the reason for emphasising this key point from the perspective 

of enhancing the awareness of safeguarding national security among their fellow 

students. For example, the reason for emphasising the legislative background of the 

Ordinance is: 

 

⚫ to understand that national security is essential for a prosperous and stable 

society as well as for its people to live and work in peace and contentment. 

⚫ that the HKSAR has the constitutional duty to safeguard national security and 

complete the local legislation on Article 23 of the Basic Law. 

 

The above understanding encourages fellow students to believe that the enactment of 

legislation is necessary and closely related to the well-being of all Hong Kong 

citizens. This will in turn enhance their awareness of safeguarding national security. 

 

Second key point to be stressed to fellow students 

See above 

 



18 
 

Reasons for emphasising this key point 

See above 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 4: After-class extended assignment 

 

From the perspective of a Hong Kong secondary school student, why can 

Mainland study tours and the careful use of online information help enhance the 

understanding of national security? Explain with reference to each appendix and your 

personal knowledge. 

 

Mainland study tours help enhance the understanding of national security 

because…… 

 

⚫ students gain a firsthand experience of the situation in the Mainland and therefore 

an appropriate understanding of national affairs. 

 

⚫ students can recognise the achievements of our country in different fields (e.g. 

economy, culture and military), which not only enhances a sense of national 

identity but also fosters the aspiration to protect these achievements. This will in 

turn enhance the understanding of national security in related fields. 
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The careful use of online information helps enhance the understanding of national 

security because…… 

 

⚫ in the light of the large amount of information about our country, it is necessary 

to ensure the information we obtain is objective and accurate by accessing them 

from the websites of official, credible and authoritative institutions. 

 

⚫ it is important to avoid being misled by using information that has been carefully 

identified, analysed and evaluated given the variety of information available on 

some websites in the community. This will enhance the understanding of national 

affairs and national security. 

 

 
-- END -- 


